Doncaster & Teinplestowe Heritage Study
Additional Historical Research. 45

East Doncaster Hall
NE Cnr.Anderson’s Creek and Blackburn Rds.

East Doncaster.

The grand opening of this public community hall on 21 July 1932, reported in the district
press, was combined with a queen carnival ball in the newly-completed building. Nearly

400 local people attended this event during which the Hon.W.H.Everard, MLA ( the local
member) presented the crown to the winning queen297

The local community began fund-raising activities as early as 192 8%% Later, it was
reported, a series of euchre parties and other functions were held in 1930 and 1931 “ and
sufficient money was raised to purchase a block of land from Mr.A.Zerbe.”.”” Many of
these functions were held in the “commodious barn” on the Zerbe property.Zerbe was a
successful local orchardist.’” '

“Wagstaffs Corner,” where the building is located, has been an historic local landmark
since 1918 when Ernest Wagstaff built his fine residence, Hilldene (qv), on his corner
allotment. > »

Over the years the East Doncaster Hall has been used for local dances, flower shows,
church fetes and school christmas parties. It continued in community use after the
Council of the City of Doncaster and Templestowe took over the management on 2 June

1972. In recent years it has been used as a polling booth and a venue for many local

groups.’®

2% Sheahan family records.

27 The Reporter,29 July 1932, _

2% Iren Crouch,”The East Doncaster Hall”,in Doncaster-Templestowe Historical Society
Newsletter, May 1974.

299 The Reporter,15 May 1931.

3% The Reporter,28 Aug.1931.

301 See research into 36 Octantis Street, East Doncaster.

302 oncaster Hall. Property File No.905/6.
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Of local historical significance as an expression of community endeavour, and a place
of past community focus with continuing social value for local people.

393 Sands and McDougall Melbourne Directories.

3% Shire of Doncaster and Templestowe RB 1932-33 Templestowe Riding No.203.
395 Plan of Bulleen Parish of Bulleen, Plan 526B,1874.

39 Unwins Special Survey RGO, sheet 2.

397 Shire of Doncaster and Templestowe RB 1938-39 Templestowe Riding No.200.
3%8 Context Pty Ltd.,pp.125-126. 4
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