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Finger barn
Schramms Cottage Reserve
Victoria Street, Doncaster East.

This barn,now relocated, was once part of a large 85 acre property owned last century by
the pioneer orchardist Heinrich (Henry) Finger. This property was shown on an early
district map on the north side of German Lane ( now George Street) bounded on its east
by Bismark ( now Victoria) Street, within the Waldau German settlement. at
Doncaster™® Finger (1831-1884), who came from Silesia in Prussia, arrived in
Melbourne with his family in February 1850..%° He was a member of the Waldau
community, which pioneered the district fruitgrowing industry**°

Henry worked on his father, Christian’s farm until he was twenty-one. He later purchased
land at Deepdene, where he built a two-roomed cottage. This was where he and his
wife,Caroline (nee Aumann) began their married life, where their first seven children
were born, and where Henry started a fruit tree nursery..2*!
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From 1868 Henry Finger was rated for a farm at Waldau in Doncaster**? Here in 1870, he
built a large family home with bricks made from local clay.”* It had ten rooms with
verandahs, two rooms in the attic and a large cellar, and was surrounded by implement
sheds, fruit packing sheds, stables, and a large barn and smoke house. Only the barn has
survived..”** The property also had an associated orchard.

The Doncaster district became an established orchard area during the 1880s. The Finger
property was described in 1888( after Henry’s death in 1884) as a house and 85 acres of
land at Waldau with the considerable valuation of 337 pounds.**’

German farmers also planted grapes at Doncaster. The slopes behind the Finger
homestead in German Lane were reputedly covered with vines**® A 1912 Army map
shows the extensive orchards in the vicinity of the Finger prope:rty247 A later, 1920s map
also showed these orchards. 2*®

After her husband’s death in 1884, Caroline continued to live in the old house and work
the orchard with her sons, Ernst Ferdinand and John. Later, after his marriage, Ferdinand
lived in the large family home and Caroline moved to a smaller house elsewhere on the
property. By the 1920s, the property was owned by the Rieschieck family. The
demolished the old house in 1974 but retained the large barn, which was relocated on its
present site It now stands beside Schramms Cottage in the Schramms Cottage Reserve in
Victoria Street.**” An expert physical examination of the fabric of this structure is
recommended to confirm its date of construction.

Of local historical significance.as one of the largest and possibly the earliest of the
remaining barns in the district and for its associations with Finger’s orchards; relocation
has reduced its significance.
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