
ST ANNE'S CHAPEL
-

ADDRESS - Knees Road

Park Orchards

HISTORY A single-storey, gable-roofed building, timber framed and externally clad with cement sheet.  
There is an entry portico and rear exit door.

The 1930s building was originally a World War II Army Chapel from Camp Pell.  It was 
transported to St Kevin's site in Herlihys Road after the War (date not known), and then to Knees 
Road in either 1968 or 1970 [126].

Camp Pell (Royal Park) was used as an army camp during World War II; the acute postwar 
housing shortage meant many people were homeless and the government proposed to use army 
huts as temporary housing.  The Housing Commission was consulted, and two such camps were 
used, one at Williamstown and later Camp Pell in Royal Park.  The latter remained for ten years, 
housing many larger families evicted from inner city housing [127]; it was demolished in 1956 as 
part of the 'improvements' being made for the Melbourne Olympics.

DESCRIPTION -

Condition Good Integrity Altered - moved from origi

Extra Research

Conservation Management

STATEMENT OF 
SIGNIFICANCE

Of local social and historical significance for its associations with Camp Pell (at least during its 
role as an army camp) and subsequent associations with two parishes.  It is not known how many 
buildings survive from Camp Pell.
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[126]  Irvine Green Doncaster & Templestowe: a short history, 1981; Irvine Green & Beatty 
Beavis Park Orchards: a short history, 1983.
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[127]  Renata Howe (ed.) New houses for old: fifty years of public housing in Victoria 
1938/1988, Ministry of Housing and Construction, Melbourne 1988, pp.64, 81.
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