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LOCATION: GLEMNFERRIZ PRIMARY SCHOOL,
MANNINGTREE ROAD

MMPS ZONE: Fducation Department Reserve

BUILT: 1876-7

HISTORY - Land was purchased from Peter Langwill's subdivision of the
Manningtree Estate in 1873, for Glenferrie Primary School, number 1508.
Classes beagan in Burwood Road in the Weslevan schoolroom (near William
Street) in 1875, following regquests to the Education Department for
a school midwav between the existing overcrowded Fawthorn and Camberwell
Schools.

1
The new building in Manninatree Road was designed by Education Demartment
Chief Architect, Henry Bastow and was occupied in March 1877, It was
extended by Martin & Peacock, with a caretakers cottage and east wving,
in 1880-1. A new cottage was built in 1909 . The west end was
added in lg87. The Infant School facing Wattle Road was ovened in
1907, on land gouqht late in 1904. St. Columb's Church hall was used
for classes when the school was overcrowded in 1887, and in the 1920s
during school repairs. The 0Oddfellows Hall was also used in 1900,

The first headmaster was Daniel Wright, with 230 pupils in March 1875.
There were over 900 pupils in 1902, _ by which time Fdward Hamilton was
in charge, after Thomas Smith (to 1898).
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DESCRIPTION - Built originally as identical to Brown Hill SS 35 (1878),
this is a single-storey polychrome brick building with intersecting
gabled wings, slate roof cladding and was originally Gothic revival in
style. Notable brickwork, consisting of rubbers at the arches, cream
chevrons in the walls and moulded terracotta label and string moulds,
1s also used in corbels, at gable bases and as soldier courses under
eaves, using the brown body bricks. The major element of the original
central wing, of two gabled bays in a U-plan, 1is the asymmetrically
placed, spired bell-tower which rests on open arcading over a truncated
pyramidal brick roof. Subsequent wings, added to the east (1881) and
west (1887) share the original finishes and detail; the latter being
the nearest to original of all.

Unusual exposure of the former Caretaker's Cottage (1881) occurs
(without original yard) on the east wing, as a symmetrical group of
rooms about a central gabled bay, with timber barge and shouldered
chimney : this 1s atypical to the school section.

Other details include the fleur-de-lis at the stone gable capping and

the occulus roof vents, with arched label moulds, placed in each gable.
Similarly asymmetrically towered brick schools include those at Port
Melbourne (SS 2932), 1891; Armadale (SS 2634), 1886; Yarraville (SS 1501),
18389; Ballarat (SS 2103), 1878; and Errol Street, North Melbourne
(altered).
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INTEGRITY - Most north-facing gothic-arched window groups replaced with
larger multi-pane windows topped with either a broad arch, with lights
within, or a flat lintel (all but 1887 wing), sill moulds have been
altered to suit and the original diamond brick pattern is now halved;
multiple ridge-vents have been added; the stone cappings painted; the
entrance door altered; the picket yard fence replaced.9

STREETSCAPE -~ A major urban element, opposite the contemporary villas
at (79, 81, 83) Manningtree Road.

SIGNIFICANCE - Architecturally, altered in detail and stylistic
reference, but retains overall Medieval form and flavour including a
notable spired belfry, also a major built element in the area (landmark)
:+ of regional significance.

Historically, a major public building in the study area : of local
interest,

Ry

ENHANCEMENT - Prepare a detailed restoration plan which should include
removal of paint from stonework, repainting trim as original or typical,
and replacing picket fence.
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j 4. PREFERENCES: (Abbreviations Key: Appendix 5)
| 1. Building File, S.S. 1508, (P.R.0O.): Corresp. John Toon and Thos.
Serpell, of Board of Advice, 6/12/73, 21/2/74, 4/7/73;
Letter from D. Wright, 23/2/1875.
2. 1bid, Bill for cartage of school equipment, 1877.
Annual Report of Minister of Construction (VPP) 1876/7
3. ibid, 1880/1;
letters 1/10/1880
4. Glenferrie Primary School (G P.S.) Centenary pamphlet
5. Annual Report ... 1887/8
6. Eastern Suburbs Gazette, 5/7/1907;
G.P.S. Centenary p.4;
Letter 12/12/1904, as (1).
7. G.P.S. Centenary p.6
8. Notes from A School for Hawthorn, (ARMI) 1874/5;
Report - Inspector Gamble 2/8/1902, as (1).
9. Burchell, vVictorian Schools, (Melb., 1980) p.138, photo of 1881
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