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21 COPPIN GROVE

"INVERGOWRIE"

" jredith Gould. Conservation Architects, 1992
Hawthorn Her itage Study

History
I
I
I

I
Formerly known as "Bur wood" , this bluestone mansion was completed 17 October
1851 for Sir James Palmer (1805-1871), medical practitioner, parliamentarian,
and Mayor of Melbourne, 1845-46. 9 The pothic Revival house is one of the
oldest surviving bluestone houses in Melbourne and displays various Gothic
features includ ing gables, barge-boards, ~ormer windows, oriels and bellcot e.
Although the designing architect reJains unknown, the names of the
distinguished colonial architects, John IGi l l and Charles Vickers have been
suggested. "Whitby House" in Brunswick, designed by Gill, has a similar oriel
window, and Vickers was associated wi t/h the design of Palmer's Richmond
House. 10 Palmer was the owner of anothe~ earlier residence called "Bur wood"
(1845-46) on the Richmond side of the ri rer.11

In 1846, Palmer purchased the site of "Invergowrie", a large property which
I

extended from Burwood Road to the river. 1

1

'2 An outline of the building on its
present site in a natural setting with orchards on the slopes near Yarra
Street and a garden nearer Burwood Road was shown on James Kearney's 1855 map
of Melbourne and its suburbs. I

" Inve r gowr i e" is notable for its garden, which may date from 1851, and once
cover ed much of the residential area known now as St. James Park. The
picturesque Gothic lodge of this garden Is t i l l stands at 8 Burwood Road. An
early 1856 description of Palmer's Hawthorn garden was included in a list of
the 200 principal gar dens around Melbburne compiled by James Sinclair,
landscape designer and first curator bf the Fitzroy Gardens. Sinclair
described the residence "on a rising gr-ound " as one "which we have seldom seen
rivalled in Victoria" and detailed the be~uties of "house, garden, and park",
wi th its "neat ent r ance - gate and Lodge]".

Sinclair continued,

"Around the house, which is built of good stone, is the fine effect
displayed by a judicious choice o ~ climbing plants, with large masses
of trees, shrubs, and pat ches of shrubbery made gay by Nature and art.
There are walks neatly formed and ~ravelled, with trees to give shelter

I

and shade, and where wanted, on the margin of the grounds, are green
delightful spots of lawn among the groups of trees, making a scene at
once both var ied and beautiful". 13

9 Judge Pohlman Diary, 1840-18
155.

(Held by R.V.H.S.).

10

11

12

13

Miles Lewis, "Aus t r al i an Arohitectural Index ".

Information supplied by GweJ McWilliam.

RGO Search Not es . APPlicatilon No. 4184.

James Sinclair, The BeautieJ of Victoria, Notices of 200 of the
I

principal gardens around Mel1bourne, 1856.

I
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21 Coppin Grove continued

A substantial building rated at 450 pound, owned and occupied by J.F. Palmer,
was listed in the 1857 Boroondara Road District Roll. 14 Ten years later,
this was identified as a ten-roomed ston house with stables, outhouse, and
40 acres of land, NAV 300 pounds, still owned and occupied by Palmer. 1S An
1868 photo showed the facade of Palmer's house before later additions were
made to windows and verandahs. 16 I

In 1869, Palmer sold "Burwood" to Geor~e Coppin, the important theatrical
entrepreneur, actor and philanthropist. However, Palmer continued to live
there until his death on 23 April 1871. 17 Although Coppin did not occupy the
house, he was responsible for the subdivision of the estate and the creation
of the prestigious St. James Park area J which led to the construction of
numerous elaborate Victorian and Edwatdian villa residences in garden
settings, many of which survive today.IS A Plan of St. James Park. late the
Burwood Hill Estate, formerly the prope ty of Sir James Palmer, a Troedel
lithograph dated 21 September 1871, Is hows the creation of Isabella,
Shakespeare and Coppin Grove, and the s tone mansion "Burwood" .19 The form of
the present garden is similar to the 18~1 layout, when the St. James Park
subdivision greatly reduced the size of he grounds. It remains one of the
largest private gardens in Melbourne and I he property is the central and most
important building and garden in the historic St. James Park area.

Alfred Dean became the new owner of "Burw Iod" in 1879 and during the 1880s let
the house to Dr. Charles Strong, founder of the Australian Church, and from
1886-89 to Joseph Reed, the distinguishe architect. The building was known
at this time as "Amoe". 20 An 1882 auction notice gave an extensive
description of the bluestone residence ofJ the late Sir James Palmer of Coppin
Grove, Hawthorn. The writer said that the mansion consisted of drawing room,
parlour, breakfast room, smoking room, six bedrooms etc. The Dining Hall (35
feet by 18 feet and 16 f eet high) was el gantly panelled, forming one of the
most beautiful rooms in the colony.21

At the turn of the century, the businessman, parliamentarian and
philanthropist, Sir William McPherson b came the new owner and renamed his
home "Invergowrie". In 1928-29, when Mc herson was Premier of Victoria,

14

15

16

17

18

19

Boroondara Road District Rol 1857 No.1.

Borough of Hawthorn RB 1867-68 No.1.

Gwen McWilliam, Hawthorn peJpercorns, p.21.

H.Y. Daniell, Invergowrie Hd ecraft Hostel,

RGO Search Notes.

Ibid.

p.24.

20

21

Borough of Hawthorn RB 1879- 0 No. 48; Town of Hawthorn RB 1887
88 No. 33.

Argus 2 Sept. 1882 (p.3).
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21 Coppin Grove continued

"Lnver-gowr i e" was described as a brick Ihouse of thirteen rooms, NAV 300
pounds. 22 In 1933, after Sir William's neath, the McPherson family handed
over "Invergowrie" to the Headmistresses' l Association for use as a Homecraft
Hostel. 23 About 2000 pounds was spent on additions which included a new wing
with a model teaching kitchen lecture robm, cloak room, storerooms, maids'
quarters as well as accommodation for resi~ent students. 24 In the late 1930s,
the Homecraft Hostel at 21 Coppin Grove wJs listed as a brick house of twenty
rooms, NAV 485 pounds. 25 I

By the 1980s, there were five bUildingJ on the "Invergowrie" site: the
original homestead completed in 1851; the Annexe constructed in the 1930s
following the acquisition by the Headmistrrsses Association, placed behind the
original building; "The Cottage" designed in 1938 by architect, Alan Taylor,
of Sydney, son-in-law of McPherson, and dJsigned in keeping with the original
bluestone; (This building was the gift of I r s . H.B. Shaw and Mrs. Alan Taylor,
of Sydney, daughter of Sir W. McPherson); I: The Hospital" added in 1938 to the
old home and built above Miss Kirkhope's study; and the classroo block in
1957, also designed by Alan Taylor. 26

J

By this date, the former Inver-gowr i.e J LOdge (constructed 1860-62) as a
gatehouse to the Palmer property was a se arate residence at 8 Burwood Road. 27

The former "Invergowrie" is now owned by the State College of Victoria.

Description

A Gothic Revival house of one tall wing, J r ound floor and a t iny attic storey.
The walls are of rough ashlar or coursed random rubble and the roof is slate.
Decorated gables dominate the picturesque compositions, embe l l i s hed by timber
fretwork gable barges and elaborate, heavy turned finials. Dormers to the
attic storey rise from the gutter level and mimic th~ gable end treatment.
A large wing incorporating a bay to Igi ve garden access dominates the
composition. The entrance off the long axis of the house is a two storey
gabled affair with recessed entry porch below. Between these two key vertical
elements, the long axis of the house is in~erspersed with tall openings giving
access to the garden from the main function rooms. A verandah is a latter
addition.

22

23

24

City of Hawthorn RB 1907-8 Yarra Ward No. 923.
"Invergowrie" came from McPherson's family home in
Daniell, p.29. I

Ci t y of Hawthorn RB 1933-34 No. 1009; Daniell, p. 18.

Ibid. (See photograph of neJ wing, p.17.)

(The name
Scotland) ;

25

26

27

City of Hawthorn RB 1938-39 roo1090.

Ministry for Planning and Environment, File No. 6019549 ("A Brief
Summary of Interesting Fact~ about Invergowrie" from Historical
Society of Victoria attached to file).

Ibid. File No. 602947 M; Nat~onal Trust of Australia (Vic). File
No. 1015.
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21 Coppin Grove continued

I
The house has a strong relationship with the garden. Many doors provide
access to it directly from the floor levJI to the ground level outside.

Four other buildings are located in the g~OUndS; ~ stable of 1851, and three
buildings from the period of occupation ~bY the Headmistresses Association,
namely, the Annexe of 1935, the hall of ~ 9 5 7 and the cottage of 1938. The
grounds are substantial and include many mature trees (see separate
information for the garden).

IThe roo f is decorated wi t h a timber octagonal bellcote and somewhat plain
chimney stacks.

The original gatehouse survives in Burwo d Road.

Assess ent

The Gothic Revival house is large by any standards for 1851 Melbourne. Palmer
was a man of great influence, a friend of La Trobe, and wealthy. In acquiring
land ac ross the river and constructing this large mansion, Pa l mer set the
t r end for Hawthorn as, first a desirable Clty suburb and second a location for
mansion houses in a park setting. The f ow on effect of this for Hawthorns
ongoing development was substantial. Inv~rgowrie (Burwood) in consequence i s
a pivotal building in the development of he garden suburb of Hawthorn which
survives today.

Gothic Revival was not f r equent l y used for residential buildings, particularly
in stone. It was costly, and the steeply pitched roof required for the style
almost necessitated an attic storey, which would not suit many people.

It is unclear whether this building predltes--rile Hawthorns". The latter is
generally acknowledged as the oldest sutviving house i n Hawthorn, however
there is no firm documentary evidence to lnfirm this. The two buildings have
s i milar i t i es however. Although "The Haw horns" is a two storey building it
includes many details which are simila to Invergowrie (Burwood). The
principle bays to each building are almo t identical, incorporating a three
sided form, with highlights over multipaned doors below. Both have heavy
rendered mouldings above. The two st6rey entry is remarkably similar,
incorporating a recessed en try reached through a three point flat arch, and
a small bay window above. lrhe heavy fini~ls t o the gable ends are remarkably
similar, the window sashes are similar artd the bluestone walls are executed
in a similar fashion.

All these factors point to Gill as the architect for Invergowrie. However
Vickers, the architect for the Anglican Church nearby is also a possibility.
The bellcotes for both buildings are rema9kablY similar. Comparable examples
outside Hawthorn include Avoca in South Yarra of 1848 in Regency Gothic
Revival, Banyule of 1842-46, 148 Domain Road, South Yarra, around 1851. In
the 1860s many more archi tecturally p~ecise Gothic !evival houses were
constructed. Invergowrie is possibly thJ best example~predominantlysingle
storey picturesque Gothic Revival in Vic oria.
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Th e r e is no d ramati c in c reas e i n the val uat ion of the house in
the Hawtho rn Council rate books (lq63 -1 S70) , so it is p r e s urn e d
that the house had g r own to and stayed ten r oo ms, for the rest of
his life . I consider that the road [c o ns t r u c t i o n - in connection
wit h the n e \v s ton e brid ge a p pro a c h e s - bet we e n c i rca 18 58 and
1362 , necessitated a new gatehous~ . An ea rlier gatehouse , o r
perhaps (but I doubt it) the orig i nal home (a similar size on
Kearney 's plan) further east along the main road , was leased
i ndepe ndant ly o f t he esta te f r om 18 6 3 . The r e a re r e f er e nc es i n
the 'South Bourke Standa rd of 20 Feb~uary 1863 , afte r Palmer and
others complained about their rate~ , that his pr e vious assess 
ments bv the ea rlie r Boroondara Disd rict ' Road Boa rd had been too
high , a~d were then reduced . This ~ l s o suq gests that he had been
extending circa 1856/7 , whe n the In e w Road Boa rd c omp i l e d its
first va l u a t i o ns , but the Assessment Ro l l s a re not much help, as
they provide the minimum of information and t h e r e are not enough
documented estates of sir:1ila r size dnd importance .

I

A photog raph - now presumed to be da ke n i n la te 1866 , because it
belon~s to a series which includes dew buildings from that period
and the re was some publici ty in the :l o c a l pap e r - is reco~nisable
as t he sar:1e house as today , and wibh the large dinin3room . This
extension also appears to be on t lle

l
l plan of t h e sub -division of

the ' S t James ?a rk Ss t u t e ' after ?a ]mer 's death , in 1871 . The
Istone c a n also be seen to be sCluaIied and sharper cut (and the

newer n o r t h \v i n p, i s neat e r s till ) . I The old phot 0 3 r a ph doe s not
include the decorative ve randah - which I like to think may have
bee nan add i t ion f ro m J a s e p h ;\e e d ' S a c cup a t io n . !10v e ve r , a new
stairca se was added and the hall a ~ te red d u r i n g the ~ 1c P h e r s o n ' s
ownership . Ceilincss wer e r ,q i s e d , apparently losin cs tiny upstairs
rooms from the Palmer period (Isabella "lnd James were short and
plump) , reducin g the numbe r of rodms to nine acco rdin g to the
Co u nc i l rate boo k in 19 0 8 , before ~he house was extended , so t be
verandah may be later . P l a n s of t he

l
alte ra ti o ns sh o uln exist . If

one counts the teardrops on the 3able bar~e-boa rds , it is obvious
boards were r eplaced th ere (as weI ] as "llterations to the front
win d 0 \" S ) . (9) I
Th e II 0 use ma v ha v e be e n ext end e d sOlon aft e r Pal 1':1 e r ' s deat h , 3 t
t he bep'innin~ of the occupation of the Collie r fal':1ily (1 871-9) .
The h 0 use 's val ua t ion s t a ys fa i r 1 y con s tan t , a 1 tho u ~ h '.v i t ho u t
description , throu ~h the 1870 's Cou~cil valuation books . There is
a drop when the De a n fa ~ily mo ve s in in 187 9- Rl , then an increase
wh e n Re v Strong is their tenant in \18 8 2 (and it was offe red for
sale in Sep t e mbe r) a nd a ~ain when Robe r t Coch rane is t here in
138 3 , \v II e nit i s des c rib e d a s 15 r 0 o'm s (w i t h 18 0 c cup ant s ) . The
valuation drops a gain when Joseph ~e e d was occupyin g it, circa
13H7 . The house was tenante d over a long pe rio d , and vac ant
be for e t he :1c Ph e r son s b0 U r,htit , alnd mu s t ha ve r e qui red rep air s
and renovation to be a uc t i o n e d ' f o r r e mo va l' in 19 07 . Bu t Eor the
.Ic Ph e r s o ns , t he house wo u Ld surelv h'a v e been d e mo Li s he d ,

I t seems unli kely that Co p p i n li~e d l there , or t hat he ac quir ea
the pro per t y be for e Pil l ra e r die d . Ti lt 1 e s r to' sea r c h s u IS gest sit wa S

1eft tot·(r sPa 1 mer and his f a mi 1 y I a s the r C' v e r e n 0 c b i 1 d r en, and

7
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;10 t e s p! IH b 1 i 0 ~ r n n h V•

:1Y u n pub 1ish e d man usc rip t ' Bu r w0 0 d Par k ' e x pan dson the his tor y
of Invergowrie , Palme r and the are~ .
1 . Tim Graham article , p 5 , 16 1June 1939 , tho ught 7 million
dollars expected . Prop,ress Press 12 July, p 1 agreed and referred
to HOr.lecraft Hostel closing and estate leased by Headi:Ji3tresses
Association to State College for 10 years , then 5 years to VIPSEC
The i'Ic Pher son fa rn i 1 y did not wan t Js tat e sol d , and \.,rant e d a t r us t
set up fo r monies received . PP Article , pp 20 -1 , 19 July c l a i r.l e d
Coppin retained the house and lea~ed it to following occupiers,
including the ;lc Phe r s o ns , before it wa s put up for sale in 1907 .
l l o we ve r there is no mention of Con pin as owner of the house in
Council rate books or Titles afte~' 1871 . The Attorney-General
blocked the sale A~e , 19 July 1939. HcPherson bought the house 8
June 1907 for 500 0 pounds , and 1l e a s e d to I1 o r.l e c r a f t s Hos t e l 1
January 1934 for 10 years rent free' then transferred absolutely,
accordin g to copy kindly :-;iven t o me by .Ia r ga r e t Bilson , with
copy of t he ad for the 1907 auction. The sundial does not
appear to be blue stone! I would lsug~est that ad probably have
been responsible for the belief t~at the LCV oet there, but
apart fro m 3rand d i n n e r s , ther2 !surely IVould have heen more
accessible places closer to Town .
2. Inver~oIVrie : of fice of the Victorian Post-Secondnrv
~ (lucation Co nn i s s i.o n , A brief historical s t a t e me n t , VIPSEC , 19 96?
PP [1 - 3 ] . Con s tan c e :.~ 0 0 d ' The his t 6r y 0 fIn ve r ~ 0 IV r ie ' 19 74 ? , pl .
~efers also to bell in ~el£ry calling servants in from the field,
and r e n a 1:1 i n (~ it 0 use 'A m0 e ' • ' I n ve r ~ 0 \H i e , C1 ass i fie d by:! a t ion a 1
T r u s t " 2 p , ron 0 e d , RII SV , :·1iss Ki r !( hop e ? 196 7 ? , ref e rr edt 0

Grisold and convict cells on tenni~ court , D 1 . ' Ox f o r d and its
personalities ' , ~~anvic~~ Po r j e ? , 13 p ronoed , 1976? refers to
Pal~er's ill health and sale in 1369, and a date for the house
as 1347 . Most probably relied on an exa~gernted article by CES
A ~ e 11 ~ e h r u a r y 1 ~33 . Titles sea~chin3 by Peter Lovell for St
J a ~ :1 e s ? a r k Ass 0cia t ion ( cop i e d· to r me by \-I a r H i c k For ~ e ) ~ i ve
i-la r c a r e t Dean as owner October 1372 , but il aw t ho r n Council rate
bool~s have .Ia r k Collier 1872 , the Deans there 1880 . Palmer wa s
i- l a vo r 134 6 and then S'ne a k e r No ve mbe r 1851: AD)), vol 5 ,1851-1890 ,
; fU iJ 1 <;1 7 4 , PP 3 9 2 - 3. ~ ; bcrt P0 h l ma n ~ 0 i a r i e s 1 J 4 0 - 13 5 5 , 3 vol s SLV
;'IS 10303, 11 No v 1351. Strong occupied house 1832 (in ;·Irs Dean 's
nane); Coppin app~ared only to bwn and sub -divide the estate,
SOrle vacant lots in his naoe 1373 , 1 still 1880; ~eed there 1837
(in Alfred De a n ' s name) and . Ic Ph e r s o n 189 11, then 190 3 : Ila w t ho r n
Council rate and v~lu~t~on book~ . l ~ c P h e r ~ o ~ s ~~n~rous donors to
ma n y c a us e s : .I e s s i e . Ic Ph e r s o n ilo s p i tal, Ern i Ly . Ic . h e r s o n Co Ll e ge ,
S \.,r i n bII r n e :.:: n gin e e r i n G: ' S0 me me IT! 0 r i e 5 a fIn ve r !j a \-I r i e i nth e
192 05 ', article from s pe e c h b y ;'lr s ::! ::: . I c Ph e r s o n , c o p i e d by
Il aw t ho r n ;ri s t o r i c a l Society, 1935
3 . See F ;(,i1 ; ) o r o u ~ '1 nlan , page 4 . 12 2 .Ia n ua r y 1345 , ~ 19. Sale of
11 lla r c h U)4& , later 25 June ,20 Au gu s t , 22 October 1345, :)o nwi c !( ,
p 19. 1
4 . 3 0 n \ol i c: ~ , o p cit, P 1 says punt t he r e L"340; but not a p pr o ve d
until early 1843 nccordin~ to rese~rcll by ~en Snith in neIVspapers
and 0 f f i cia 1 cor res p0 nden c e (s e e ' nu rHOa d Pad:') . '\ i c hm and 1and :
TO Search notes 2017 , Sydney I 1345 , 23/4 ~ovember 1340.

11
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' P r o pe r t i e s listed in his na me in Bi r k d a l e Ho u s e : TO Search notes
13 82 , l le mo r i a I V 713 , 6 864 ; s t o r e 23 971 ; St K: T 0 :le r:lOrial 13
5 9 9 , 6 00 , C 8 46 3 ~ a r c h 1851; Jo]imont : TO Me mo r i a l 73 9 04 (see
, Bu r w0 0 d Pa r k ' ) • 3 u r woo d II i 11 e . g .1 Po h 1 ma n , 0 p c it, 26 ~~ 0 v e :.1he r
185 0; Par k: Illustrated Au st ralia d Ne ws obi tuary 20 ~ a y 1871, p
1 12 ; Vi l l a : Her ald 12 i-l a y 184 9 ( J e a n n i e t..!h i t e researc h)
5 . Se e ' gun.... o o d Pa rk I I
(j . ViII ag e p l.a n e . g . La n d s De par t men t H3 3 2 7 , Ha'.... tho r n Peo ne r cor n s
p 3 2 . Or ig i na l b y Alb e r t Purchas , \18 5 1 (countersi gned Ho d d l e , 12
J a n ua ry 1 8 52) H 332 6 . !Ieral d 6 July 18 47 , 12 ' Ia y 18 4 9 (J e annie
~/ h i t e r ese arc h). ' F i n d o n ' Bo n wi c k , dp cit, p 7 ; TO Hemorial Y 55,
J u n e 18 5 3 , 3 4 3 8 , 26 De c e n b e r 18 5 5'1 3 6 1 2 4 3 Apr ill 8 5 6 ; IIe n t y' 4 7
11 4 3 0 . Ia r c h 1 357 . Poh l ma n , op cit
7 . Po h Lma n , op cit , 24 June 1352 . Ar ~us ads (servant : res earc h
Te r rj' Sa ·..... y e r ) . A1 s 0 a d for \.... 0 0 d for sal e t he r e 24 I·[a r c hI 8 53 •
Ho t e l : Pohlma n , o n c it , 1 6 Ap r il ~8 50 ; :-l e r ed i t l1 , Ch a nrna n 0c Ha l l ,. I •
p p 17 8- 9 (s ketch p 14 8) e . g . she refers to Palmer as ' Dr , nOH
~ ' J ' B ' 1 i t 2 1~ l r a me s . o n W1C ~, o p Cl , P
8 . Stone : He ra l d 3 October 1855 ( Research Jeannie Wh i t e )
Co n v i c ts f r om t he ~i chmo nd stocka d ~ were involved
9 . \l o on ma n us c r ip t , op cit , pI, '[Lnv e r g owr Le " , ?- HSV , op c it a nd
c o n ve r sa t i o ns Hit h mem be r s of the ' ~ cP h e r s o n f amily . Co mpar e i l l u s
i n ;1P p 21 I ·
10 . Du r r n g Pa l me r ' s occupation, e v g , in 186 8 , .Ia ,.... thorn Council
ra te boo k h o u s e descri bed as 10 r Jomed stone house , sta bl e and
o u t h 0 use s . Fo r sal e Ar ~ u s 2 S e p t !e mb e r 188 2 , Dr Hi 1 e s Le w i, s ,
' Arc hit ects I nd e x ' , . Ie Lb o u r n e Un i v e r s i t y . There was also a t en der
notice f o r James Gall for b rick additions , billia rd room, stable,
coac h -house, scull er y , lav ator y etc t o " Bu r wo o d ", a ls o to t h e
L od~ e , A r ~ u s 3 + 10 ~ o v e m b e r 13 813 , which coul d re f er to t his
h o u s e , a nd t h e valuation incr e as e d? Ow n e r s h ip : Tn Se a r c a no t e s
4 1S 4 ;1e n 0 ri a 1 E 7 6 , s h 0 it set t l e me n t in f a v our of I s a bel la Pa l n e r
J u ne 18 l17 , th en c o n v e va n c e to 3 pallm e r r el ation s i n .l a r c h 13 6 2 .
List of Pa Lrn e r de a l i n~ s in Search [n o t e s included on e wit h Co p i n
( sic) in l U6 3, ·..; h ic h may ha v e hee n responsible fo r t he I d e a , bu t
t ur n e d 0 u t t 0 b e s 0 0 e H her eel s e . • S,ou t h I3 0 u r k e St and a r dI S e pt e m
b e r 1871 cl ai me d b o ugh t then by Co plp i n . Ad Arsus G Oc t ob e r 1871 .
Na rn e " Amo e ": us e d i n :!a \: t h o r n Co u n c i l Co n t ra c t Bo o k r e ..a spha l t . 19
.I o v e mbc r 1 FS 3 7 . Sn i t h ' Ilist or y of ] a·.-r th o r n to 19 3 4' , r o n e o e d ,
ll a wt h o r n Ci ty Lib r a ry , p 1u
11 . I (1 e ape r ;13 p s f r o 11 ? a P, e 0 f Yil r r a Coo e e .-\ p r ill C) 2 2 , b y s tu den t

of t h e t h en Il av t h o r n Ce n t ra l. a e\ thou ght it v a s h o n e o f t h e
Go ve r n o r , an d sle pt in a roo m that was part of t he ~ a o l . Pe op le
o f te n q u e r y t h e h i Ll o c x s i n t a e .La wn , I s u q g c s t t ha t n o t c o nvict
cells nor air-r ai d shelte rs? but l p robabl y below - ~round t an ks .
P i c tu re o f s ta tue sho\-l n me by Pap l Fox , I a n ? owe l l an d Gi na
; ic \.! i 11 i a m a 11 Hit h i na f e H \.... e e k s . S tor !c s r e f e r re d t 0 b v
Co n s t a n c e \10 0 d , p 13 . Ev e n pic t u r e Iby 1:e nne t h J a c ~ ~ ( 01 d :; u i 1 d i :1 ~ ~
of Au s t ral ia n o 5 ) cr e dits it \-l i t h a str an ge a t::t osph e re , a nd
~ r een li ~ht (a n d da t e s it 1 R46 ) .

12
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it seems not to ha ve been con veyed do Coppin until AUGust 1871 , a
f e .... months after Pal mer's death . I The property ' Burwood Hi l l
Est ate . .. ~1 a ns ion , Po r t e r 's L0 d g e land Seve n - roo me d Cot ta ge' ( a s
\... e l l as houses an d land in Joli mont and Vi c t o r La e- na r a d e ) \... as
advertised in the An~t1s to be au ¢tioned 23 AU!just ' 1871 . Th e
mansion cont ained ' dr a w i n ~ r o o m, din{n~ room , small dinin groom (the
ol~er one?), antero om , library, ~ be droo ms , two d ressin~rooms,
bat hroom , pantry , larder , kitchen , scullery , coac hhouse, sta bles,
and entrance-lodge ' (as well as a i o n ve n i e n t brick cotta ge of 7
roo ms rooms tenant ed at 52 pounds per year) . The house HilS a cs ain
advertised for sale , wi th the res~ of t~e allot~ents on t he new
streets in t he S t Ja mes Pa rk E s t a~ e , an d apparently sol d , i n
Octobe r 1871 , then occupied by Ha r k Collier soon a f t e r v a r d s . He
may have had some connection with the Dea n f a n i Ly , wh om t he
Council thou ght owned t he propert y ~ r om c1 8 80 . I ha ve not be e n
able to find the name ' Am o e ' be fore l Joseph Re e d ' s occup ation , bu t
A N Smith su g gests that it was the nar.1e of a ba ttle in the
Afr ican Ashanti wars , Hhich perh a r 1 too k pla ce in 1373/4. (l U)

On e last co mment - on e should neve r accept an ythin g wit hout
c h e c k i n g . I had r ea d t h a t the s t la t u e i nt he sa r den '.... as 0 f S t
Ge o r3 e and t he dra ~on a nd froQ a d i!stanc e it was possible, nn d so
r e f e r r e d to it in a '.; a lk i n<s Tour ~ o r t he :;ational Tr u s t . I t \... a s
not until I happened to o verhear ~ critical tour - quide , that I
d i s c o v e red the statue Wil S a c t ua l lv ' a n Amaz on f i ~ htin ~ a ti ~r e s s ,
It had been copied f ror.1 a fnnous · de rr.1an statue exhibit ed at t h e
I n te r na t i o na l Ex hib i t i o n in Londo rt in 13 51. I wo nd e r e d i f t hat
too \... as a Palmer clue - to r e mi n d Ius th at 1R51 was the year h e
be ca me S peake r a nd n o v e d into his n e w h o u s e . Il owe v e r , the
;·Ic Phe r son s 1 i ~< e d s t at uest 0 0 , a nd a Dai r 0 f fin e b ron z e s t 0 r k s
jo ined the s t a t u e , sundial a n d $C::lr r~d ol d ~un trees, t n the
ga r d e n , with the expanse of La i .. n , l a nd La r g o old trees . It is one
oft h e m0 S t his tor i c pi a c e sin :IrI b 0 urn e , a nd ho pe full y \.-1 1 1
retain i t~ atmosphe re of timelessness and mystery for years to
CO r.1e . (11)
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Kea rney's map of 1355 ba rely notic e d th e small symmet rical
hbuse 's · existence , al though Palme r 's Kew ho u se is qui te obvious .
Perhaps Pa l mer considered mo ving t o Kew , a nd c ha n ge d his mind .
The Angli can Christ Church a nd Hawth o rn Scho ol , with whi c h he was
i n vol ved , were es tablished o n the Hawthorn Vi llaqe Rese rve close
by, and there was the added convenience of the brid~e and direct
road to town . In Oc t o be r 1855, I Palmer had a little trouble
app ropri atin g bluestone belon gi g to S t Stephen 's Ch ur ch ,
Richmo nd , a little too cheaply . This was probably used for h is
house ; the local church should ha~le been finished by then. Th e
idea of convict l abour may have come from the dis cover y of a
convi~i arrow mar k in one o f t he stones ne ar t he window of t he
dinin g roo m, but there appears t d have been so~e reconstruct i on
wor k done . Th e extensio ns then ( ~ nd perhaps e ve n a gain wit hin a
year or so - with the comp ensatio n le x pe c t e d fro~ the Railw a ys f o r
the loss of h i s l an d f o r the new railwa y line to Hawth o r n ) wo u ld
have included the s in ~le-storey ~d win g with mo r e fashionab l e
hi gher-ceilin g e d pan e ll e d dinin ~ r ~om , with t he carved cr est on
the mantelpiece there afte r his kn i ghthood . ( 8)
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21 Coppin Grove continued

Significance

"redh. COuld, Conservation Architects, 1992
Hawthorn Heritage Study

State

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Amongst the oldest surviving mansion houses in Melbourne.

Possibly the best example of the do~estic use of the picturesque Gothic
Revival. I

Significant for its association wi h Palmer, and McPherson.

A pivotal building in the developJent of Hawthorn, which had a major
influence in the eventual garden sbburb character.

The centrepiece of the St. James plrk Subdivision.

One of the largest private gardens in Melbourne.



HAWTHORN HERITAGE STUDY Meredith Gould , Conservation Architects. 1992.

[ ] Co t t a ge Garden
[ ] Terrace Hous e Garden[ l:Villa Garden
[ Xl City Mansion Garden

I

PLACE

ADDRESS

TITLE

IDENTIFICATION

21 Coppin Grove
Hawthorn

"I nve r gowr i e"
for erly "Burwood"

I
FORM

I
TYPE

PRIVATE GARDENS

Suburban Garden
View
Landmark
Other

EX ISTING DESIGNATION

STREETSCAPE LEVEL

GRADING

RECOMMENDED FOR

SURVEY DATE 12.12.91
NEG FILE EA 3/23,22
Title
Vol.
Fol.

THEME

I
HBR X ] AHC [ X NT [ SIGN . T. [ VGS

1 [ 2 [ 3 [ X]

A[ B [ X ] C[ D[ E[

HBR [ ] AHC I [ )( ] SIGNIFI CANT TREE REG. [ ] PSP [X ]
CULTURAL LANDSCAPE [ ] URBAN CONSERVATI ON AREA [X]

I

PHOTO - see attached
[ Xl Early Settlement
[ Xl Mansions
[l Victorian Garden

Suburb
Municipal dev .
l870s growth
Gar den villas
Working enclaves
Co e rcial Centres
Edwardian Pr ospe rity
Interwar Housing
Flats and Off i ce s

DETAILS
Date 1851, 1872 , 1930s , 1937-8.
Designer
Layout/Structures

See attached .

NOTABLE FEATURES/SIGNIFICANCE
The gar den of "Invergowrie" is of met r opoli t an significance : 1. for the retention of the
original l ayout and so me garden orn aments - ~tatue, fount ain base , sundial . 2. for its
mat ur e and exotic trees and 3. for the Aboriginal scarred trunk of River Red Gum in the
front lawn.

INTEGRITY

ALTERATIONS

Good [X]
Fair []
Poor []

CONDITION
I

Good []
Fair []
Poor [X]

CROSS REFERENCED INFORMATION
Associated St ructures [X]

As the gardens were only surveyed from the f10nt footpath, all assess ents are i nco plete
and hence provisional. The scope of the study did not per it garden access which would
be a pre-requisite for a ore co plete asse~s ent.

I



HAWTHORN HERITAGE STUDY

"I nve r-gowri e "

Meredith Gould, Conservation Architects. 1992.

LAYou, / ST£lJoru~S

1901 MMBW Plan no. 1090 shows an extensive property with entrance at north west boundary
on Coppin Grove. A gravel return driveway swe~ps round to front door with island bed 
lawn. Layout is unchanged. Garden overgrown . I Huge Cupressus macrocarpa at front gate
with large Pinus canariensis in south-west corner. Also another huge cypress and large
Grevillea robusta. Planting along front fe~ce includes pi ttosporums, olives, figs,
privet. Ancient old trunk of River Red Gum, s¢arred by Aborigines,in front lawn.
Also statue of "St. George killing the dragon" j base of urn on fountain, sundial.
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