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The site information given above has been determined from external street level inspection.
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493 GLENFERRIE ROAD
"VILLA CALLANTINA"
History

William H. Glen, the well-known Melbourne music seller with premises in
Collins Street, was the owner in 1887 of "Villa Callantina",!® as well as a
number of other properties in Glenferrie Road and elsewhere, Glen first began
to own property in Hawthorn in the 1860s, living in a grand house where Scotch
College is now located.!! He owned property on both sides of Glenferrie Road
and subdivided the east side circa 1876. A number of streets have been named
in honour of Glen - Glen Street, Callantina Road, Hawthorn Glen and possibly
Glenferrie Road.!?

Description

A rendered single storey house, its garden villa form commemorated in the
"Villa Callantina" name panel over the porch. The render detailing is
standard for the time, but instead of the usual cast iron verandah or perhaps
a colonnade, a large and impressive porch is attached to the principal facade.
The porch extends beyond the eaves line. Its entry arch is higher than the
window heads, and the pilasters and parapet form further contribute to its
dominating oversized form. This approach of unexpected exaggeration is
typical of the Mannerist style, along with the rusticated imposts, the
combination of pilasters and piers, and prominent features on the skyline, all
present on this porch.

Assessment

Mannerist forms are more usually associated with commercial or public
buildings. Residential examples are usually two storeys or more, and adopt
the double height colonnade as seen at Medley hall by W.S. Law of 1892 and
Lalor house by Wolf of 1888.

The disjointed nature of the attachment of the Mannerist porch to an otherwise
standard Victorian period villa suggests an owners instructions, rather than
a considered overall design. No architect has been discovered for the
property.

Significance

1, Historically significant as the home of the well-known Melbourne music-
seller, William H. Glen, from 1887. Glen had a long association with
Hawthorn, owning a considerable amount of property and subdividing part
of Glenferrie Road. This association is commemorated in a number of
local street names. "Villa Callantina" is a fine example of the
substantial homes built for wealthy businessmen during the 1880s boom
years in Hawthorn.

10, Hawthorn RB 1887-88 No. 495.

n, Gwen McWilliam, Hawthorn Peppercorns, pp. 14, 53, 97.

12, Ibid.
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493 Glenferrie Road continued

2. The unusual entry porch is a landmark in Glenferrie Road.
Architecturally significant for the unusual, applied Mannerist porch,
rare on single storey residential buildings.




