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38 BERKELEY STREET
History

In 1909, K.G. Luke, became the owner of this property? and it was probably
this owner who effected the major alteration c1939. Prior to that date, a pre
1908 house stood on the site built for H.W. Shaw and designed by Sydney Smith
and 0gg, important Melbourne architects. The house had a cellar. Some minor
internal alterations were made in 1919.%

Description

A "Streamline Moderne" house alteration, to what is probably an equally
interesting original house by Sydney, Smith and Ogg. The return verandah of
the earlier house has been enclosed with a parapeted wall of glazed bricks,
curved at the corners, and embellished with horizontal emphasis by a rendered

string course and polychrome parapet course. The original gables of the
earlier building are repeated in the scheme. Curved glass and metal frames
are used to windows. A full view of the design is not possible from the

street. Internal and on-site inspection recommended.
The fence and hedge appear to be contemporary with the 1939 alteration.

Assessment

Moderne Streamlined buildings developed in the late 1920s and early 1930s
inspired by the streamline automobile and ocean liners, and the movement away
from historicism. Developments in architecture in Europe in the 1920s and the
large movements of architects to America and England before World War 2 spread
the European influence. In Melbourne streamlined designs first were used in
the C.A.D. Residential buildings did not adopt the style until later, and
even then, these were mainly flats. Very few single building examples were
constructed. This building uses manganese, glazed bricks, very rarely used
for domestic construction.

A full inspection is recommended and considerable further research, to
determine the architect for the alterations. A full assessment can then be
made.

Significance Metropolitan

1 Architecturally significant for the rare use of streamline design for
a single dwelling in Melbourne. The use of dark manganese glaze bricks,
is also unusual. Substantially intact.

2 The original house by Sydney Smith and Ogg may add to the significance
internally.
S One of very few houses constructed in Hawthorn around the Second World
War.
. MMBW House Service Cover No. 63020 (1908-1919).

N Ibid. (1939-40).
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