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492 BARKERS ROAD
"MERRIMEE"
History

Dr. Timothy B. Ryan was the owner in 1907 of vacant land with a frontage of
198 feet to Barkers Road, NAV 56 pounds.!” At this time, he was living at
"Strathroy", now 482 Barkers Road, owned by the Estate of the banker, John
McCutcheon. 18 The following year, 1908, when Ryan was living still at
"Strathroy", his new residence at 492 Barkers Road was listed as a brick house
of ten rooms "unfinished" with an NAV of 90 pounds.!® By 1909 Ryan was living
in his new home "Merrimee" (or "Merrimu"), a brick house of ten rooms, NAV 140
pounds.?® He was there still in 1912-132! but by 1915 there was a new
owner/occupier, John Dyson, merchant.?? Dyson was still at No. 492 Barkers
Road igathe late 1920s but by the late 1930s it was occupied by Miss Florence
Dyson.

Description

An Edwardian period Villa, asymmetrical in plan and elevation, and constructed
in red brick with rendered dressings under a slate roof with terracotta
capping. Many of the features relate closely to the Queen Anne style or
earlier decorative forms, particularly: the oculi; window and door details;
colonnaded verandah under the main roof and plain red brick. This example
departs from the Queen Anne in its shallower roof pitch, simple detailing, and
less complex roof. The verandah returns around the corner to face the
substantial garden, and is terminated by a projection bay at the opposite end.
The whole is placed low to the ground, bringﬁpt into close relationship with
the garden. A sweeping drive and mature trees with early hedge complete the
landscape.

Assessment

The Queen Anne style, and some of the principals of Australian homestead
planning and design combined around the turn of the century to produce a new
suburban style which continued up to the end of W.W.1l. Sometimes loosely
referred to as "Edwardian" or "Federation" it is more appropriately referred
to as "Garden Bungalow'", because it does not relate just to the period around
Federation at 1901, and because it is intimately related to the garden suburb
concept. Buildings using similar details continued to be used in row houses.
What sets the "garden bungalow" apart is the purposeful and close relationship

LM Hawthorn RB 1907-8 Auburn Ward No. 6379.

. Ibid. No. 6377.

P Ibid. No. 1908-9 No. 6383 (482); Ibid No. 6385 (492).
i Ibid. 1909-10 No. 7406.

e Ibid. 1912-13 No. 8419 (NAV 140 pounds).

22, Ibid. 1915-16 No. 8468 (NAV 140 pounds).
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492 Barkers Road continued

with the garden as the dominant feature. A variety of decorative forms can
be used within this. Here, a sophisticated, conservative air is implied by
the most unusual corinthian columns and by the use of slate for the roof.
Similar detailing using Tuscan columns associated with generally smaller houses
is used at Grace Park of comparable date.

No architect has been uncovered for this house. The house is architecturally
significant for the illustration of the garden suburb ideal applied to large
homes where a comfortable subdued design is allowed to be dominated by the
garden. This phase at Hawthorn consolidated the Victorian garden suburb push
of the previous two decades.

Significance Metropolitan

e The former "Merrimee'", illustrates the garden suburb ideal, where the
garden dominates the house, as applied to large houses in Hawthorn in
the Edwardian period. One of the best examples of this type and
substantially intact.
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