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History

Wimba Avenue takes its name from the house Wimba, constructed c. 1860 for J S Denbigh and still
extant today. Wimba is sited at the north west corner of Wimba Avenue and Cotham Road. Wimba
Avenue was formed to facilitate the subdivision of the estate in c. 1927.

10 Wimba Avenue (originally 4 Wimba Avenue), was constructed in c. 1928. Municipal rate records
for 1927-28 listed E Tanner as the owner of a vacant allotment.> By the following year the site was
occupied by a brick house of 8 rooms, owned by E Tanner and occupied by J Tanner. It had a net
annual value (nav) of £160.2 By 1941 as further development occurred on adjacent allotments the
house became 10 Wimba Avenue. The Tanner family occupied the house until at least 1974.*

(Lovell Chen, 2005)

Description & Integrity

The house at 10 Wimba Avenue is a single-storey double-fronted interwar house of clinker brick
construction with a transitional style between the Bungalow and Colonial Revival. The hipped roof is
finished with terracotta tiles and is punctuated by plain brick chimneys with rendered caps and flat
roofed window bays are finished with galvanised steel. An asymmetrical fagade comprises a deep,
centrally placed projecting entrance porch which is flanked by a pair of bays, each with a canted bay
window, with additional recessed flanking bays. Square in plan, the porch has a pyramidal roof form
which is supported by grouped Tuscan order columns on a rendered projecting coping. The porch
floor is tiled in small rectangular tiles which vary in colour through cream, terracotta and brown
tones.® There are several wide steps. The recessed main entrance contains a pair of fully-glazed
timber-framed doors and surrounds. The timberwork to the doorcase is over-painted black and the
glazing incorporates some lead lighting with some textured glass, with fanlight and wheel motifs. °
While the fenestration is irregularly placed, it is consistent in the use of timber-framed box-framed
double-hung and casement sash windows with corbelled sills and leadlight glazing. At the northern
end of the facade is a pressed cement name plaque bearing the name rRAB-NOV-JEA; the origins of the
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name are unclear. The north elevation includes a basement garage with original folding doors with
textured glass windows and a rendered lintel.”

With the exception of a steel garage (1972) and open garage and pergola (1977), both of which have
since been removed, the house appears to have been intact to its date of construction until recent
rear alterations and additions, including a new garage and southern wing.®? The garage has similar
detailing to the walls and roof, albeit with modern panelled doors. The substantial extension along the
southern boundary has matching bricks and similar roof tiling, however with near full height timber-
framed openings. These works are largely obscured from the street, however the front fence has also
been altered by the construction of additional courses of brickwork above the original and the
introduction of new timber gates.®

Historical Context

Rab-Nov-Jea was one of the first houses to be constructed in this newly created street, formed by the
subdivision of part of the Wimba estate. The estate was characterised by large inter-war houses on
generous allotments.

Comparative Analysis

Rab-Nov-Jea, at 10 Wimba Avenue, typifies a typology of hipped roof house form which emerged in
the late 1920s. In part it is an adaptation of Old Colonial house forms such as Fernhill at Mulgoa,
NSW, of 1840-1, though with a squared rather than a semicircular porch, and early homesteads with
paired colonnades, as with Horsley at Smithfield, NSW of 1832. Both of these were illustrated in
Hardy Wilson’s Old Colonial Architecture, published in 1928.*° Marcus Barlow published similarly
proportioned Colonial Revival designs in his Australian Bungalows in 1926, including two designs of
Barlow and Hawkins built in Boroondara- at Hawthorn and Camberwell, and two by Blackett, Forster
and Craig in Balwyn.'* Rab-Nov-Jea’s hipped roof form also suggests a return to the bungalow’s
Indian origins, and as both Graeme Butler and Peter Cuffley have observed, hipped roofed ‘Indian
Bungalows’ recurred frequently in Australian domestic design. *? Rab-Nov-Jea also compares very
closely with G Burridge Leith’s 10 designs for the State bank Design Book, differing primarily in having
a projecting porch, four Tuscan columns instead of two and four-sash window bays under small flat
roofs.™®

In Boroondara 10 Wimba Avenue compares directly with Irwin and Stephenson’s Corrabert at 112
Mont Albert Road Canterbury, of 1926-8, and the similar 10 Findon Crescent Kew, by Purchas and
Teague, of 1929-30 (q.v., originally B-graded, downgraded to C in this review).

Assessment Against Criteria

Amended Heritage Victoria Criteria

CRITERION D: The importance of a place or object in exhibiting the principal characteristics or the
representative nature of a place or object as a part of a class or type of places or objects.

Rab—Nov-Jea, at 10 Wimba Avenue, Kew is of local historical and architectural significance as a good
and externally relatively intact example of a hipped-roofed, symmetrically composed Indian Bungalow
design of the late 1920s, in this case incorporating components of the Colonial Revival being
popularized in magazines and books of the day.

Statement of Significance

Rab—Nov-Jea, at 10 Wimba Avenue, Kew is of local historical and architectural significance as a good
and externally relatively intact example of a hipped-roofed, symmetrically composed Indian Bungalow
design of the late 1920s, in this case incorporating components of the Colonial Revival being
popularized in magazines and books of the day. 10 Wimba Avenue is of clinker brick construction with
a terracotta tile roof, and the facade comprises a centrally placed projecting entry porch with a hipped
roof supported on Tuscan columns, flanked by faceted bay windows with projecting angled brick sills.
Other windows to the facade are set in box frames supported on several courses of stepped brickwork.
The double hung windows have lead light with some textured glass panes in a geometric design.™

Grading Review

Unchanged.
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Recommendations

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara Planning
Scheme.

Identified By
Pru Sanderson Design Pty Ltd, Kew Urban Conservation Study, 1988
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