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BARWDﬁ PAPER MILL COMPLEX

42-52 LOWER PAPER MILLS ROAD AND 100 LOWER PAPER MILLS
ROAD FYANSFORD

VHR Numbear H743

File Number BOS500

Yaar Construction Started 1870

Municipality Grealer Gaslong Cily

Extent of Registration To the extent of all the bulldings and the land as defined

by the Heritage Council

Click on the arrow below to
view the Statement of
Significance and Images

¥ Statement of Significance & Images

Source: Report {o
Minister

Statement of
Significance

This industrial
complex, which was
constructed mainly
during the late 1870s
and which comprises
the eriginal mill
buildings, manager's
house (1878), a row
of six workers.
cottages (1878), a
stone water race with
impeller, tower and
stone weir, has both
state architeciural
and historical
significance
sufficient for ils
inclusion on the
hisioric buildings

hitp:¥indoiext0.. /dde608b3d9eT7e87ada2 567ch0020284770penDocument&ExpandSection—  9/12/99



Document Listing - BARWON PAPER MILL COMPLEX

register. Ii is

already classified by
the Mational Trust
and is on the Register
of the

Malional Estate. The
reazons for its
significance are:

17 Itis an imporant
indusirial complex
which remains as a
testimony to the
enterprise:and vision
of Victerian
manutacturers of the
1870s.

2} The mill buildings
and machinery
dasigned and
canalrucied by the
engineer,

Andresw Millar,
drawing on English
experience, were
modern by world
standards

and construcled at o
time of great
technelogical change,

3} The complex
remains as one of the
most complels of its
kind, still

retaining its ariginal
mill buildings,
manager's holse,
workers cottages and
lts stone water race
and weir.

4] Both the
manager's house and
the six workers
collages wera
designed by 5
well-known Geslong
architect, Joseph
Watts.

5) The workers
cottages are the
earliegst known and
most significant
examples

of the very rare pre-
world war one
purpose-buill
company housing in
Victoria,

paricutarly following
the destruction of the
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nestle cottages at
Dennington,

near Warmambool
Like the Dennington
cottages, which were
construcied in

18910, from the

designs of R T Waorth,

associate membear of
the Institule of

Civil Engineers,
Londan, the Barwon
Paper Mill coltages
are of special
interest as examples
of the influence on
Australian design
history of Bntish
model industral
eslales like Lever
bros. Porl Sunlight
and Cadbury bros,
Bourmville

B) The complex s
significant, also, for
its role inthe
development of the
important Australian
paper making
industry. The national
giant company, the
Australian paper
manufacturers,
owned the Barwon
B Troam 1895 1o
19249,

7Y The complex is a
rare example of a
surviving paper mill.
Of the seven paper
mills established in
Alstralia in the 18th
century, It is among
the earliest

and cperaied as 2
paper mill cver a
miuch longer period.
The Barwon Mill
ceased

operation in 1923,

8) The complex has
associations with a
number of important
early Geelong
businessmen. lts
original management
included the local
brewsr, Jlames
Vaolum,

and auctioneer, W F
Ducker.
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