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Physical Description of Site:

The slte has several malure exolic and fruil trees, a cypress windrow, and an undarground well. The building
was developed in ai least four stages,

The earliest section Is a small brick and stone coltage, wilh a sleep pitch gablz root clag in corrugated Iran.
The west elevation is constructed from sandstone with red bricks above ceuing level, with a stana inseription
plagua proclaiming "Allens Week 18567 The cotiage has new 12 pans windows, french doors; a small
verandah added to the south elevation and a new bricks on the east elovaiion. The nexr seclion was an
extension to the north side of the cotlags, in red brick and sandstone,with a hipped and gable roof, clad in
corrugated iron, There is a simple verandzah on the norih elevation.

M separate weatherboard clad section has an inlernal red brick chimney and a nipped roof, clad in new
carrugated iren, Il is probably ihe detached kitchen for the original cottage, but is now joined ta the other
building by a new walkoway,

Relevant Special
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History of Site/Object/Place:

William Brinsmead was an 'English sguatter’ from Devanshire who satiled the Kensinglon district before
¢1855. (1)(2) This prapedy is beliaved o be the onginal Brinsmead homestead “Allens Waak®, on tha
shores of Lake Connewarre, ofl Brinsmeads Lane, Leopold. The detached kitchen of the homestead was
used tor early non-denominational church services in the 1850s. (3)

Early pholographs of "Allens Week" and Mr & Mrs Brinsmead show a hippead roof, weatherboard clad
house with a timber frame return verandah. (3) (4)

Henry Brinsmead is listed in the 1816 Bellarine Rate Book as a Farmer at Laopold with a house and land |
and Henry Brinsmead, son of William, was bom in 1856, and was a resident at "Allens Creek”, Leopold.(5)

(E)

A written account by Henry Brinsmead's grandchild recalls stables, bamns, cowyards, a milk separator roam

and a blacksmiths shop on the property , and the house encircled by a white picket fance and an acra of
pardens and lawns. (1)

In 1952 Mr John Jackson purchased "Ashganh” in Ashgarth Ave, the original Brinsmeads pioneer farm. It
was 200 acres on Lake Connewarre - at first a dairy farm, then producing peas and potatoes. (7.)

The property was adveriised for sale in The Gaelong Adveriser Sat 315t Dec1983 a5 “Brinsmeads”, on
Lake Connewarre, built 1885,

References:

GHRG, Ref 450/ 3224 Brinsmead Cediic & Laura GHAC

The (Gasiong Adveriser

L Whynd, po1dr &1072

. Refd18, 33, 29 Photographs . Bellarine Collection, Gesluny Histunc Heords Ganlra
Bellaring Hata Bocks 1916

- The Geelong Advarlise

7 GHREG, Ael 332/ 3224 Leopaold Boal & Sai Club
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Statement of Cultural Significance:

The former Allens Weak farmhouse on the shores ol Lake Connewarra was built by Willam Brinsmead, an Englsh squattar,
The earliesl seclion, whare non-denominatinnal church services ware held, is a small gable roof brick and stona cattage
probably constructed in the 1850s . The origingl 200 acre sile which was a dairy farm and lalar produced peas and
polaloes, contains mature sxofic trees, a cypress windrow, fruit trees and an underground wall,

Tha formar Allens Week farm has histordc and social value to the Leopold area.

The formar Allens Weak farm is the original homestead of a picneer lamily and indicatas the agncultural origing of

selllermen in the Leopold area. Hamnants of the house surrounds survive and the original building, which is relatively
Intact and one of the oldest in the region, has associalions wilh early community religious ohsarvanca,

Mls of LOCAL cultural significance,

Additional Information
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