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Physical Description of Site:

shaped leadlighting.

St Patricks Hall is sited on a large open comer block that is part of the Catholic Church
grounds. Il was built in 1942 after the original brick church was demolished. The unusal
timber framed, weatherboard and fibro clad building has a rectangular plan and a gable
root,clad in corrugated iron, running east-west,

The east elevation has plain bargeboards on the gable ends, a small ‘ariental style
corrugated iron hood over the entrance door, two narrow rectangular windows aithar
side of the timber door, and a rectangular louverad vent as gable decoration.

The north elevation has five reqularly arranged and rectangular windows with diamond
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History of Site/Object/Place:

In 1871 Catholics were 23% of the population in the town ship of Portarlington and
church services were conducted in a brick church trom 1892 but this building was
demolished in the 1930s.(1} Parishioners had to be bussed ta Drysdale for Mass until
a replacement building was erected (2)

In 1842 a new church was built described as a “fine wooden building in Harding Street"
on a new site. (3) This building was used until ‘If“{m when a new brick church was
constructed. The old church has since been used as the church hall (4)

The Portarlington Catholic Hall began its life as St. Patrick's church in 1842,

References:
1oWynd 1 Balla-wainr g fustory of the Shire of Bellanng .81
2o Mash, K. The Way it was at 5 Patrick’s Porarington
3 Meleod | E. Eany History of Portardington amd East Bellarme [ndented Head and 5t Leanards, p.25
4, Wyl 1o, il p1BS
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Statement of Cultural Significance:

St Patrick's Roman Catholic Hall was built as-a churchiin 1942, The simpla bulilding of weatherboard and fibro s
now srd ax 8 church hall,

ILis of histeric and social significance to the local Poradinglon community,

SI Paliick's Roman Catholic Hall represents the signiticant religious and social influence of the denarmination's
adherents in Portarlinglon and surrounds. 1t was buill some years attor the ariginal 51 Patrick’s chureh (nat an

this site) was demohshed. Probably intended as a temporary church bukding when it was constrictiad he

building became a hall when a new church building was opened n 1965, the third in the tlannamination’s higtory
In Fortarlington

Ilis el LOCAL cultural significance

Additional Information
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