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Physical Description of Site:

The late Victorian Filligree style residence is believed to be the first brick house in Ocean
Grove, with the brick being made locally. It is a single fronted, polychrome brick structure
with a symmetrical facade. It has a hipped roof clad in new corrugated iron and two
symmetrical white-painted brick chimneys behind the ridge line. There is a new brick clad
extension on the north west corner of the house, and a new tall brick and timber fence on
the south and west boundaries.

The south elevation has a corrugated iron clad verandah, with slender timber posts,
decorative cast iron freize, fringe and brackets, and a diamond pattern tiled floor. The
central timber frame doorway has new double doors, and two symmetrical timber framed
double-hung windows. A feature of this house are the unusual decorative brick brackets
and polychrome pattern under the eaves. The house has cream brick quoinwork and
three sets of courses of dark brown bricks against the red brick of the main structure. The
west elevation has four double-huna windows with concrete sills and brick arches.
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History of Site/Object/Place:

This brick dwelling is believed to be the first brick building to be constructed in Ocean Grove in
approximately 1900.(1) A former resident understands that the original owner was Joyce and subsequent
owners/residents were the Hassett and Davis families the latter from 1927 to 1987. The bricks are believed
to have been made locally and have the name Glew imprinted on them.(2)

There is some doubt about the date of construction but it may be as early as 1891 as an article in the
Geelong Advertiser from November 1891 about the Ocean Grove township has the following comments:
“..splendid brick house of six rooms, built for Mr. Glew, a retired Brunswick brickmaker.
The bricks used in the constuction of Mr. Glew's house were made by Mr. Neilson and
his men from a valuable deposit of red clay discovered within the syndicate's territory,
the ornamentation in white brick being effected with bricks made at Brunswick."(3)

Sands and McDougall directory lists Isaac Davis farmer in 1918,1922 and 1939(4)

References:
1. McKeown, G.The Grove that Grew, p.35
2. Cathy Sullivan pers. comm.
3.Geelong Advertiser November 1891
4. Sands and McDougall directory1918,1922 and 1939
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Statement of Cultural Significance:
No 111 The Avenue Ocean Grove was built of brick in the 1890s.

It is of scientific and historic significance to the local community of Ocean Grove.
No 111-The Avenue Ocean Grove appears to be the first substantial brick house

constructed in the town. The house was built for Mr Glew, a retired brickmaker from the
Melbourne suburb of Brunswick, who used locally made bricks for the building .

It is of LOCAL cultural significance.

“

Additional Information

i M
A paddle boat called 'Perserverance'constructed by Barwon River boat builder Glew

operated on the Barwon River in 1912. It was the only passenger boat of reasonable size
to operate on the Barwon. (Chris Gordon)
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