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3227Margate Street
Street/Site Name

The site at 1 Margate Street has visual connections to other pitched roof, weatherboard houses of mixed styles
and periods.  This house has a typical front setback, but a wide side setback due to the double allotment.  These
setbacks are shown on the 1978 BHSA Plan of Drainage. 4 The front is bound by an appropriate timber picket
fence, approximately 1300mm high.  This fence is punctuated by a substantial pine tree which forms an urban
focus in the streetscape.

The symmetrical, single storey, horizontal weatherboard Victorian house is characterised by a hipped roof form
with a concave verandah projecting towards the street frontage.  These roof forms appear to be clad in corrugated
zincalume.  Narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves.  The early timber framed windows have been replaced
with aluminium framed sliding types.  The central, timber and glazed front door with side lights appears to be
original.

A feature of the modest design of the house is the concave verandah which is supported by recent square timber
posts.

History

Site Name

No.

Barwon Heads
Town/Suburb Postcode

Narruc

Site
Address 1

The site at 1 Margate Street was part of the landholdings of Frederick Challis from 1876. 1 In 1887 it formed part
of the Flinders Estate subdivision, 2 but it does not appear to have been sold to the Hodges Brothers, Brewers,
Geelong, until the later subdivision of 1901 by the Barwon Heads Estate Company Limited. 2 The Hodges Bros.
owned lots 6-7 which were sold to George Moreland, a builder of Virginia Street, Geelong West, in 1916-17. 3 He
may have had this c.1875 Victorian house relocated to this site in 1918-19 and by 1919-20 the house and land
was under the ownership of Mrs Ethel Searle of Noble Street, Newtown. 3 She owned the property for several
years, before selling it to Mrs Margaret Rankin of Foster Street, South Geelong, in 1937-38. 3 By the early 1940s,
the property was owned by Frank Priest and it remained in the Priest family until 1960. 3 By 1978 the house was
owned by Ron L. Frazier. 4 It may have been at this time when the rear extensions were carried out.
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No.

1. See Heritage Victoria file no. 605113.
2. ‘Plan of the Flinders Estate, Barwon Heads’, 1887, and Barwon Heads Estate subdivision plan, 26

December, 1901.  See also the Barwon Heads Estate subdivision plan, 30 March, 1891, Geelong
Historical Records Centre.

3. Shire of South Barwon Rate Books, 1912-13, 1913-14, 1916-17, 1919-20, 1920-21, 1923-24, 1924-25,
1925-26, 1930-31, 1931-32, 1933-34, 1935-36, 1937-38, 1940-41, 1941-42, 1942-43, 1943-44,
1958-59, 1959-60.

4. Drainage Plans and Inspectors’ Reports, Barwon Heads Sewerage Authority, 1978, Barwon Water Profis
system.

References

The house at 1 Margate Street is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level.  Although relocated, altered and
extended, this house still demonstrates some original design qualities of a Victorian style.  These qualities
include the hipped roof form and a concave verandah which projects towards the street frontage.  Other intact
qualities include the horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, and the timber and glazed front door with side lights.
The timber picket fence and substantial pine tree contribute to the significance of the place.  The house also
makes a significant contribution to the single storey, pitched roof residential streetscape.

The house at 1 Margate Street is historically significant at a LOCAL level.  It is associated with the Flinders
Estate subdivision of 1887 and the later Barwon Heads Estate Company Limited subdivision of 1901.

Overall, the house at 1 Margate Street is of LOCAL significance.
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