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3227Lake Road
Street/Site Name

The house at 371-399 Lake Road is surrounded by early, substantial exotic pine and other trees.  There may be
other, earlier outbuildings including a cottage behind the trees.

The single storey, asymmetrical, horizontal weatherboard interwar Californian Bungalow house is characterised
by a dominant traversing gable roof, and two minor gables that project towards the south.  These roof forms are
clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron.  An early, unpainted brick chimney adorns the roofline.  Wide
overhangs are a feature of the eaves.  The early timber framed double hung windows are arranged as a
horizontal bank of three? under the projecting verandah gable and as a projecting, flat roof bay.  The timber and
glazed? door and sidelight? may be early.

A feature of the design is the projecting verandah gable.  It is supported by early, round concrete Doric columns
which in turn are supported by brick piers with concrete cappings.  A solid brick balustrade appears to form the
verandah boundary.

Early decorative features of the design include the gable infill.

History

Site Name

No.
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Site
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The site at 371-399 Lake Road was originally situated on lot J, section 7, in the Parish of Connewarre. 1 This land
appears to have been first owned by George Urquhart from the c.1850s. 1 By 1883-84, the property - known as
‘Big Marsh’ was owned by James Noble. 2 He had arrived in Geelong from Ireland  in 1840 and established
himself as a storekeeper.3 In early 1850 he became the foundation president of the Connewarre Roads Board
and in 1855 he had his house ‘Charlemont ‘ built to a design by Andrew McWilliams on a nearby property. 3 In
1883-84 he leased the ‘Big Marsh’ property to John Eady, farmer. 2 By 1893-94, the farm (which had been
reduced to 65 acres) was owned by William Eady and it continued under Eady’s ownership until at least the mid
1920s.2 By 1936-37, it was owned by William P. and Alfred F. Thompson. 2 This house was built c.1939.4
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No.

1. Parish of Connewarre maps, 5 October, 1878, 7 December, 1903 & undated, Geelong Historical Records Centre.
2. Shire of South Barwon Rate Books, 1883-84, 1888-89, 1893-94, 1899-90, 1908-09, 1909-10, 1923-24,

1936-37.
3. Pescott, South Barwon 1857-1985, p.130.
4. Information provided verbally to City of Greater Geelong by owner in 2001.

References

The house at 371-399 Lake Road is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level.  It demonstrates original design
qualities of the interwar Californian Bungalow style.  These qualities include the dominant, traversing gable roof,
and two minor gables that project towards the south.  Other intact qualities include the lapped galvanised
corrugated iron roof cladding, horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, unpainted brick chimney, wide eaves,
timber framed double hung windows, flat roofed bay window, round concrete Doric verandah columns and brick
piers with concrete cappings, solid brick balustrade?, and the gable infill.  The early substantial exotic and other
trees contribute to the significance of the place.

The house at 371-399 Lake Road is historically significant at a LOCAL level.  The site is associated with
James Noble, early landholder who was the first president of the Connewarre Roads Board, and the established
of his farm from the mid 19th century.  Additional research and physical investigation may also ascertain a
further level of historical significance.

Overall, the house at 371-399 Lake Road is of LOCAL significance.
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