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3227Hitchcock Avenue
Street/Site Name

The site at 101 Hitchcock Avenue has visual connections to some tall pine trees and an avenue of gum trees at
the north end, together with single storey residential, religious and commercial buildings of mixed styles and
periods.  This Church building has large front and side setbacks, due to the substantial size of the land.  These
setbacks are shown on the 1978 BHSA Plan of Drainage. 4 Early and substantial cypress trees are located on the
site.

The single storey, asymmetrical, horizontal weatherboard interwar Carpenter Gothic building is characterised by a
crow-stepped parapetted gable roof, with a minor parapetted gable porch projecting to the side (north).  These
roof forms appear to be clad in corrugated zincalume.  Early, timber framed, multi-paned round arched windows
are regularly arranged on the longitudinal sides, while the east wall is adorned by a triple round-arched lancet
window with worked consoles.  The round arched timber porch door also appears to be early.

Early decorative features of the design include the gable ventilation portal and the crosses at the apex of the
major and minor gables.

History

Site Name

No.

Barwon Heads
Town/Suburb Postcode

Holy Family Catholic Church

Site
Address 101

The site at 101 Hitchcock Avenue originally formed part of the landholdings of a Mr Johnstone after the Flinders Estate subdivision in
1887.1 In 1891 this land was further subdivided by the Barwon Heads Estate Company Limited and it appears that this block formed part
of the land purchased by a Mr McArthur.2,3 His landholdings were sold as the McArthur Estate subdivision in December, 1916. 3 On 16
September, 1938, Monsignor Benson turned the first sod for the construction of a Catholic Church on this site.4 In earlier years, services
had been held in the Mt. Colite Hall.5 Towards the end of 1938, the Catholic architect, Cyril C. Kelly designed this Church building and a
drawing of it was published in the Geelong Advertiser.4 The builder for the work was B. Murphy.4 To pay for the building, Monsignor
Benson had appointed Father J. Cleary of Drysdale to direct an appeal for funds.4 Archbishop Daniel Mannix presided at the opening
ceremony on New Years Day, 1939.4,5 The Misses Rice, who owned the Racecourse Hotel at Marshall, donated two statues.5
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No.

1. ‘Plan of the Flinders Estate, Barwon Heads’, 1887, Geelong Historical Records Centre.
2. Barwon Heads Estate Company Limited subdivision plan, 30 March, 1891, Geelong Historical Records Centre.
3. The McArthur Estate subdivision plan, December, 1916, Geelong Historical Records Centre.
4. Geelong Advertiser, 17 September, 1938, 3 December, 1938, 2 January, 1939, 7 January, 1939.
5. J. Pescott, South Barwon 1857-1985, City of South Barwon, Belmont, 1985.
6. Drainage Plans and Inspectors’ Reports, Barwon Heads Sewerage Authority, 1978, Barwon Water Profis system.

References

The Holy Family Catholic Church building at 101 Hitchcock Avenue is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL
level.  It demonstrates original design qualities of the interwar Carpenter Gothic style.  These qualities include
the crow-stepped parapetted gable roof, with a minor parapetted gable porch projecting to the side (north).
Other intact qualities include the horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, timber framed, multi-paned round
arched windows and the triple round-arched lancet window with worked consoles, round arched timber porch
door, gable oculus ventilator and the crosses at the apex of the major and minor gables.  The substantial
cypress trees contribute to the significance of the place.  The Church building also makes a substantial
contribution to the single storey, pitched roof streetscape.

The Holy Family Catholic Church building at 101 Hitchcock Avenue is historically significant at a LOCAL level.
It is associated with the development of the Catholic Church in Barwon Heads, together with the Flinders Estate
subdivision of 1887 and the McArthur Estate subdivision of 1916.  The Church building is also associated with
the architect, Cyril Kelly, and the builder, B. Murphy.

The Holy Family Catholic Church building at 101 Hitchcock Avenue is socially significant at a LOCAL level.  It is
recognised and valued by the Barwon Heads community for religious reasons.

Overall, the Holy Family Catholic Church building at 101 Hitchcock Avenue is of LOCAL significance.

It is highly recommended that a Conservation Management Plan be carried out on the property.
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