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3227Hitchcock Avenue
Street/Site Name

The site at 71 Hitchcock Avenue has visual connections to some tall pine trees and an avenue of gum trees at the
north end, together with single storey residential, religious and commercial buildings of mixed styles and periods.
This Church building has large front and side setbacks, due to the substantial size of the land.  These setbacks
are shown on the 1994 Barwon Water Amended Plan of Drainage. 4

The single storey, symmetrical, horizontal weatherboard Victorian Carpenter Gothic building is characterised by a
central gable roof form, with a minor porch gable projecting towards the street frontage and transept gables
projecting at the sides.  These roof forms appear to be clad in galvanised corrugated iron.  Timber framed and
pointed leadlight windows adorn the elevations.  An early pointed timber entrance door is situated on the north
projecting transept, while a recent door is located on the front porch.

Early decorative features of the design include the timber flying gable fretwork and finial.

History

Site Name

No.

Barwon Heads
Town/Suburb Postcode

Barwon Heads Uniting Church

Site
Address 71

The site at 71 Hitchcock Avenue was owned by a Mr Johnstone from 1887, which he had purchased as part of
the Flinders Estate subdivision.1 This land was further subdivided by the Barwon Heads Estate Company Limited
in 1891 and lots 4-5 were reserved for the Methodist Church. 2 It was also in 1891 that the present Church
building was relocated on a jinker drawn by horses. 3 It had originally been erected as a Methodist Church at
Connewarre in 1873.3

The Church property apparently accommodated a bell, which was originally from the “Sussex” vessel that was
wrecked off the coast in 1872 however the bell “disappeared” some time after then end of WWII.  Some older
church members believed that this followed some press publicity on the bell. 3
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No.

1. ‘Plan of the Flinders Estate, Barwon Heads’, 1887, Geelong Historical Records Centre.
2. Barwon Heads Estate Company Limited subdivision plan, 30 March, 1891, Geelong Historical Records Centre.
3. J. Pescott, South Barwon 1857-1985, City of South Barwon, Belmont, 1985.
4. Drainage Plans and Inspectors’ Reports, 1978, 1994, Barwon Heads Sewerage Authority and Barwon Water, Barwon

Water Profis system.
5. Geelong Advertiser, 6 January, 1923 & 10 February, 1934.
6. Information provided in correspondence from Margaret Parry, Honorary Secretary, Barwon Heads Uniting Church,

February 26, 2003.

References

The Barwon Heads Uniting Church building at 71 Hitchcock Avenue is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL
level.  It demonstrates original design qualities of the Victorian Carpenter Gothic style.  These qualities include
the central gable roof form, with a minor porch gable projecting towards the street frontage and transept gables
projecting at the sides.  Other intact qualities include the horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, galvanised
corrugated iron roof cladding, timber framed and pointed-arch leadlight windows,  pointed-arch timber entrance
door, timber flying gable fretwork and finial.  The Church building also makes a significant contribution to the
single storey, pitched roof streetscape.

The Barwon Heads Uniting Church building at 71 Hitchcock Avenue is historically significant at a REGIONAL
level.  It is associated with the development of the Methodist Church at Connewarre in 1873 and in Barwon
Heads in 1891.  The Church building is also historically significant at a LOCAL level for its associations with the
Flinders Estate subdivision of 1887 and the Barwon Heads Estate Company Limited subdivision of 1891.  The
bell within the Uniting Church property is historically significant at a LOCAL level for its associations with the
ship wreck, the “Sussex”.

The Barwon Heads Uniting Church building at 71 Hitchcock Street is socially significant at a LOCAL level.  It is
recognised and valued by the local community for religious reasons.

Overall, the Barwon Heads Uniting Church building at 71 Hitchcock Avenue is of LOCAL significance.

It is highly recommended that a Conservation Management Plan be carried out on the property.
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