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THE RATHDOWNE ST. SHOPPING CENTRE
extends from Princes St. to Richardson ¢ North
Carlton, being interrupted by Curtain’, uare,
one of the six intimate squares scattered through
Carlton. The buildings at the southern end of
the street date from the early 1870s as the oc-
casional dates on the parapets indicate, while
those at the northern end were constructed
during the 1880s. Along with the suburb in
general, the shopping centre experienced a de-
cline at the beginning of the present century,
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Early Melbourne’s Cable Tram Routes.
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In continuing the policy of surging ahead with cable traction, for the
m system; some two months after the opening of Toorak another Engine
%i commenced services on 2lst December 1888, in the North Carlton area.
i iwas known as the North Carlton Engine House or alternatively, as the
““Hdown Street Engine House due to its location at the cormer of Rathdown and
fik- Streets. With its frontage to Rathdown Street, it was the eighth Engine
fase to be opened under the control of the Melbourne Tramways Trust. In &ll,
;‘i’shown by the site plan, eight vacant blocks were acquired by the Tramways
et two only were utilized for the Engine House itself. These were lots 45
4 46 which were purchased by the Tramways Trust. However, on the previous
Ly, the Nelbourne Tramway and Cunibus Company had purchased the adjacent lots
‘b;and 44, for use as car barns. 1t is interesting to note that the date of
e e of these two blocks from a jr. William Robert Bentley of Carlton, was
th November 1887. :
53] |
j%}‘l, Lot 46 (before purchase by the Tramways) was owned by & mr. William
jaine Heard of Swanston Street, Melbourne. In May 1881, he had bought iots
{6'and 45 - the actual date being 6th nay and 28th Key respectively.

£ ifter perusal of the titles of this land (lots 45 and 46), a Mr. Thomas
llen Roache of East Melbourne appears to have purchased them on 26th November

1387 - the very same day on which this land was transferred and registered in
the nawe of the Felbourne Tramway Trust, at a cost of £2,542.3.9.

By

45 a note of interest, the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company bought
the three remaining lots Nos. 40, 41 and 42, from a Fr. William Heath, on 22nd
June 1903, some 5 years later, but for what particular reason, I was unable to

. With the purchase of the land at the end of 1837 and the line opening
2t the end of 1888, the Engine House undoubtedly must have been erected in the
‘interin. The 1889 directory supports this by being the first to register the
Ezgn.ne Bouse. It is interesting to note that David Govan Junior (who hed
‘arrived in Australia in 1856) supplied the stone for this Engine House, from
:éde or two quarries at Footscray, and that the cost of the actual building wés
16,857.0.9.  Obviously, it can be deduced that the Engine House was quite &
“emall one - a8 it pulled only two cables. Minor reconstruction occurred when
“in electric plant was installed in 1918 and 1919. Apart from this the North
f"C;&rlton Engine House operated quite satisfactorily until it was decided by the
“Nelbourne and Metropolitan Tramway Board in 1936 to abandon it. Nuch earlier,
i fact in 1924, the ‘Age' dated 9th December 1924, quoted in an article the
‘Chairman of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramway Board, Mr. Cameron, as
‘having said, "this line (the Rathdown Street - north of Johnston Street) passed
_between tramlines in Lygon Street and Nicholson Street. The district did not
“Varrant the running of three lines and the Rathdown Street line was thought to
“be the least necessary of the three. 5
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% Following this, one rope ceased operating, but the other continued its
,}31{Ce until 1st August 1936, when after 48 years of service, it at last
ﬂﬁﬁ%d running and the Engine House sold to E.M.F. Electric Co. Piy. Lid.,
sventeen days later.

As seen in the photograph, its architecture remains unchanged.
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