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3227Ewing Blyth Drive
Street/Site Name

The single storey, horizontal and vertical weatherboard interwar Hall Bungalow styled Lobster Pot Dance Hall in
the Barwon Heads Park is characterised by a dominant gable roof form with more recent flat roofed extensions at
the sides constructed of horizontal weatherboard and galvanised corrugated iron.  The roof of the Dance Hall is
also clad in galvanised corrugated iron.  A small gable entrance portico with early double timber doors is a feature
of the west gable.  Other door and windows on the flat roofed sections are later additions.

Early decorative features of the design include the gable panelling and battening.

History
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A proposal by Lobster Pot Pty Ltd (a syndicate of local residents2) for leasing an area of land for the purpose of erecting a Dancing palais was tabled at
the meeting of the Barwon Heads Park Trustees on 12 December, 1933. 1 The design of the building was possibly by Laird and Buchan or Mr Shefferlie,
for both architectural practices had previously designed other structures in the Park.1 The Lobster Pot Dance Hall was constructed in the early months of
1934, ‘at the entrance to the Park facing the Mt Colite Hotel [Barwon Heads Hotel].’ 2 The Hall had only been opened two years when the Shire of South
Barwon wrote to the Park Trustees in 1936, drawing them to the attention of the poor state of the conveniences used in connection with the building. 1 In
1937, the Lobster Pot Pty Ltd applied for permission to build an addition on the east side of the hall for the use as a refreshment stall. 1 By January 1939,
the Hall was owned and controlled by the Park Trustees, who leased it to Miss V. Bethuas for 12 months. 1 It was at this time that the building was moved
to its present location.3 During the war years, the building was used as a recreation hall for troops stationed in the district. 1 Towards the end of the war in
1945, the Hall was leased to the Education Department as a temporary school building. 1
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No.

1. Barwon Heads Park Trust Minute Books, 1923-1949.
2. ‘Barwon Heads Improvements’ in the Geelong Advertiser, 30 June, 1934.
3. ‘Barwon Heads and Ocean Grove: Immense Canvas Town Swells Population’, in the Geelong

Advertiser, 24 December, 1939.

References

The former Lobster Pot Dance Hall in the Barwon Heads Park at 7-71 Ewing Blyth Drive is aesthetically
significant at a LOCAL level.  It demonstrates design qualities of an interwar Hall Bungalow style including the
dominant galvanised corrugated iron gable roof form and horizontal and vertical wall cladding.  Other intact
qualities include the small gable entrance portico with early double timber doors, and the gable panelling and
battening.

The former Lobster Pot Dance Hall in the Barwon Heads Park at 7-71 Ewing Blyth Drive is historically
significant at a REGIONAL level.  It is associated with the development of the Barwon Heads Park by the
Barwon Heads Park Trustees between 1933 and 1949.

The former Lobster Pot Dance Hall in the Barwon Heads Park at 7-71 Ewing Blyth Drive is socially significant at
a LOCAL level.  It is recognised and valued by the community for its past recreational associations.

Overall, the Lobster Pot Dance Hall in the Barwon Heads Park at 7-71 Ewing Blyth Drive is of LOCAL
significance.
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