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3227Barwon Heads Road
Street/Site Name

The single storey, horizontal weatherboard, Federation Carpenter Gothic styled Geelong Aero building at
1411-1419 Barwon Heads Road is characterised by a gable roof form with skillion roofed extensions at either end.
These roof forms are clad in unpainted, lapped galvanised corrugated iron.  Wide overhangs and exposed rafters
are features of the eaves.  The early timber framed, pointed arch windows along the side facades are leadlighted.

Early decorative features of the design include the gable infill (stucco panelling and worked timber battening).

History

Site Name

No.

Connewarre
Town/Suburb Postcode

Geelong Aero Club

Site
Address 1411

The Geelong Aero Club building at 1411-1419 Barwon Heads Road was originally the Connewarre Presbyterian
Church, constructed in 1915.1 Two acres of land had been temporarily reserved by the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria as early as 10 June 1861. 2 The Trustees of the Connewarre Presbyterian Church at this time were D.
McDonald, W.H. Bowden and John Cameron.2 However, this particular site may have been donated by the Polly
family in the early 1900s. 4 The pulpit for the Church had come from St. Andrews Church, Geelong.3 In 1977, the
Church became the Connewarre Uniting Church, and about a year later it was closed and sold to the Geelong
Aero Club.4
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No.

1. Pescott, South Barwon 1857-1985, p.145.
2. Presbyterian Church of Victoria, List of Church, Manse and School Lands belong to the Presbyterian

Church of Victoria, undated, p.3, 20, Geelong Historical Records Centre.
3. Geelong Advertiser, 2 October, 1966.
4. B. Begg, ‘Barwon Heads Airport’, manuscript, December, 1999.  Barbara Begg (nee Polly) is the Chief Flying

Instructor/Manager of the Geelong Aero Club.

References

The Geelong Aero Club building at 1411-1419 Barwon Heads Road is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL
level.  It demonstrates original design qualities of the Federation Carpenter Gothic style.  These qualities include
the gable roof form clad unpainted, lapped galvanised corrugated iron.  Other intact qualities include the
horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, wide eaves and exposed rafters, timber framed, pointed arch and
leadlighted windows, and the decorative gable infill (stucco panelling and worked timber battening).

The Geelong Aero Club building at 1411-1419 Barwon Heads Road is historically significant at a LOCAL level.
It is associated with the Connewarre Presbyterian Church from 1915-1985, while the site is associated with the
Connewarre Presbyterian Church from 1861.

The Geelong Aero Club building at 1411-1419 Barwon Heads Road is socially significant at a LOCAL level.  It
is still recognised by sections of the community for its former religious associations.

Overall, the Geelong Aero Club building at 1411-1419 Barwon Heads Road is of LOCAL significance.

Statement of Cultural Significance
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* St. Pauls’ Anglican Church, Whittington.
* Former Lara Presbyterian Church, 9 Waverly Road, Lara.
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