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City of Geelong Urban Conservation Study
Significant Sites
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Canage demodivhed [oRa

Tweed Wool Co. Lid., former wool scouring
works and cottage

90 Tucker Street

History

- ilter English and Alex McFee recerved the Grant for
this and the adjoini ngallotmentin 1849, By 1853, McFue
only was the owner of CAs/, remaining so until 1872
when he sold the land and ‘Premises’ 1o George Bayldon
and George Fraser for £300.! From that time the two lots
CA4-5/1 were owned by the partners hut only until a
morigage ended with its loss (o George Guthrie & Co.
who by 1874 had morigaged the ohviously improved
plant to the extent of £2000. By 1882 it was the property
of the Tweed Woal Co. Lid, who mortgaged it 3 vears
later for £8424/16/7.

Guthrie's plant was described in I884 as of weather-
board and stone with 3 large sheds far washing and
drving the wool.* Michael Hardyman occupied the four-

| room cottage which adjoined.” Most of the works and

the cotlage were demolished carly 1989,

Description

Unul recentlya com plex consisting of the modificd early

| stome (basalt) and brick section, a later timber-framed
drying sheds {also altered) and a simple early double-
fronted timber cottage, the original fabric of this group
has been recently reduced 1o the stone section. This
section presumably once had a pitched roofline and
evidently different floor levels, Red bricks used in ma-
chine rooms at the rear of (he stone Wing are pressed
with the maker's name: ‘Widdicombe Port Arlinglon”
and "TH, Widdicombe Port Arlington,”
Widdicombe owned the Portarlington mill until it clused
in 1874, as well as the adjacent brick yards. His bricks
were used in the Portarlington Bellerine Preshyvterian
church of 1872.%, Drysdale Anglican Church (1872).°
By ¢1884 Thomas Widdicombe had moved to Ballarat.®
after histings as & miller in the mid-1870s. Henge, the

| RGO 3571

2 B 18845827

3 RE1284, 820

4 INV. 971 pp.R1-2
5 [NV 6.1977, [t
n WIRRY.S
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Rasalt nubibie possible engine rown, now minis roof and timber framed sore orce antached on He Tt

presence of his bricks confirm the major improvements
coursed oul in 1874, apparently the recently demol-
ished brick wing adjoining the stone section.

External Integrity

‘The complex is all but gone with the gxception of the
carliest basalt section.

Streetscape

Visually connected 1o the adjacent Sunnyside complex,
this site is to be redeveloped.

Significance

Historically, a small remnant of the early fellmongery
works which led to the industrial development of South
Gecelong and the continued prosperity from wool-ori-
ented industry, |
Architecturally, greatly modified and currently without |
evidence of ils former siate, it is difficult to interpret.

+4- 166



