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Alex Miller Memorial Homes
22A Park Street

History

(see McKillop Street complex)
he Alexander Miller Memorial Homes are represented
-aroughout Victoria but commenced in Geelong around
1908, Architects, Laird &
Buchan designed all of the Geelon g complexes and those
throughout the State (je. Rushworth, Benalla}.! The
builder was Ernest A Nott and the contract sum L6534,
expended from the foundation stone laving March 1923
to the opening November 19237, Nott also builr the
Aphrasia Street complex.
Miller was born in Scotland, the son of a farmer. In 1928
memories of Miller were recited in the local press:
In the severies in a drapers shop in Mooratool swees, Creslin E aVOLnE
P Was ki an indelible mark on the minds and menones af all
classes of people..in his manter s shap., £fderhy women speqk woday af
the dndly anention und ooliging service of Iw.-lr:.rr&g.-ﬁ:: Miller: Oneicic it

fils weirk, keendy ehsenant of human nonire, an rapiddy inoreanng fis
knenwicdpe of his irade, he war afwavs shoughtfiil of his cusmers
requirernens,.. (raduaily Miller oaeeded Ris Swusiness imeo the 2ostm
cenrres and s mame became @ howsehold word for fair il
hannirabic ;md.;',[:g Uerenighionn the aorth-eatt of Vicroms amd o
Croriibrarm valley:

| Miller's homes were intended for the elderly who had no
other mesns of support. His projects (1909-) began
before his death and his aims wers inspired by the dearth
of any old age pension until c1900. Geelong examples
include those in Pakington Street (1910) and 324 Ryrie
Strest( 1015).
Description
Bascd on the Bungalow Court principles expounded in
| Americaearly this century, these are red brick Bungalows
| grouped around and facing a courtyard of conerete and
lawn.
Each gaole-roof design resembles the Indian and Asian
colonial era traveler’s accommodation prototypes which
inspire | the Bungalow on America’s west coast.
Developed there as an inexpensive form of housing which
contrasted with the despised 19th century row-houses,
the Bungalow and Bungalow Courts used land economi-
| cally, sharing their open space as part of the courtyard.
| A similar wrincipic was reiterated after the Second War,
in Austr-.ia, 25 an answer to housing shortages,
Red brck, terra-cotta roof tiles and the broad gable roof
ling associated with the Bungalow are all typical attributes
of the Tndian or Far Eastern bungalows colonial deriva-
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