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Terminus Hatel
Mereer Street

History

Thomas Austin owned this land along with four other
Crown Allotments adjoining to the north in the 1850s.
Directly to the west was St. Paul's Anplican Church school
and parsonage reserves so that the arrival of the Geelong
& Meclbourne Railway Company line, which separated
the Terminps

Hotel from its ecclesiastical counterpart, was perhaps
fortuitous. !

The Terminus was built on land arising from Austin's
subdivision of his grant in the boom era of 1853-6.% Austin
sold lots 1,2 & 26 to Alfred Napoleon Gilbert, also pavin
one Walter Hobson £230 out of the £300 received.
Geelong architects, Snell & Kawerau, cailed tenders for
the hotel's construction in 1853 ¥, the building being

deseribed as a brick two-storey hotel of 31 rooms, store-
room, wine cellar, laundry and a five-stall stable soon
after completion. The rated occupier was one Charles
Fassert and the hotel's name, the Terminus, as cited in
rate baoks of 185457

Fassert, the first licensee, advertised that he had pre-
viously spent some 15 years managing large hotels in
Europe, Britain and America.® F T Honey (member of
the Geelong Architectural Association) publicized his
internal decoration of the hotel in the Builder of 1855,
ohvinusly with some prildvf'..1 The Terminus and other
Geelong hotels built during the gold era were all substan-
tial buildings, even by Melbourne standards.

Despit.. its name, the hotel could not boast a location at
the rai vay end until 1857 but in the interim was still on

' the ma 1 coach route, The Western and Terminus Hatels
| were ! oth booking offices for Cobb & Company’s

line completed in 1857, land acquisition in 1854
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Telegraph Line of coaches in 1858." An carly illustration |
of the hotel (then Bedford's and Hooper's Terminus
Hotel) shows little has changed with the exception of
stuccoing of the brickwork, removal of part of the central
parapet wall and the multi-pane plazing also the accretion
of signs and canopies.”
James Bedford presided over the bar briefly before his
death, his widow Mary being there for the longest period
in the 19th. century.” Mrs, Bolger and Mrs. E Mclntosh
maintained the female emphasis in the hotel this century
but tg:lc hotel remained the property of the Bedford Es-
tate.
Appropriately, the architects, Snell & Kaweran, also
designed the first Geelong railway station ad quarters in
1853. They won sccond prize in the St Mary's Catholic
Church competition (1854) as well as calling tenders for
several other gold-era Geelong projects” The future
Mayor of Liverpool, Sir William B. Forwood, stayed at
the Terminus in the year the railway opened (1857):
ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁfﬂ;ﬁﬂuﬁﬁrﬂ meqwmnﬁ{r:: “:Tordnﬁ-t?mh?:r
s the chaiber maid i'?l.!‘i'rltf-ifﬁﬂl there were Ko mosguitoes i the
henive we paciffed ourselves,..
Forwood and companion ended up wrapped in their
sheets from head to toe, to avoid the troublesome insects.

Deserlptlon

Thought by Lorraine Huddle (in Architeets in Geelong
in the 18405 and 1850s") to be the first of Geelong's
distinctive rounded-corner hotels, this three-storey,
formerly face-brick building shares its designers with the
actual terminus (Geelong Railway Station) nearby. Sited
on a triangular plan, the building takes on an unusual
wedge shape. Relief from the otherwise severe geometry
is achicved with a decorative brick parapet wall and heavy
hracketed cornice. Projecting bays in cach street eleva-
lion are relatively sophisticated, compared to the simple
carly hotel buildings elsewhere in Geelong, (ie., the
former Union Club, now demolished), A stone base and
radiating stone steps lead up to an entrance bay, with a
dentillated cornice moulding, which has been built-up on
the lower facade.

Otherwise the ground level has a string sill and impost
mouldings. One elegant iron balconette railing survives
on the corner, second-storey window.  The curved outer
door pair also survives.  Altered outhuildings, some of
rubble basalt, are visible to the west,

Other surviving Geelong gold era hotels include the |
former Somerset Hotel (c1854), Balmoral Hotel (1854),
Fyanstord Hotel (1854), Golden Age (1854) which still
possesses ils decorative brickwork, Bayview Hotel (1854),
Star Hotel (1855), Argyle Hotel (1855), and the stone |
George & Dragon Hotel (1855)%,

External Integrity

An ctching used to advertise the hotel shows the parapet
wall @s continuous, with the proprictor’s name attached;
the cornice was simpler, also multi-pane glazing was used
throughout (six-pane sashes typical). The traditonal
light, with the hotel's name, hung on an extended bracket
over the doorway.” The hotel was stuccoed, probably late
last century (see Golden Age Hotel). Leadlight windows
have replaced the originals in the 1920s, also the lobby
doors date from this era,

Streetscape

On a traditional comner site and on the old Melbourne
coach road, the hotel is also close 1o its namesake (the
railway station), and the early SI. Paul's complex:  all
focuscd as an carly communily centre, adjacent 1o two
forms of transport.

Significance

Historically, among one of the few near intact gold-era
Gieelong hotels, which is lurther enhanced by its physical
proximity and design-link to the former Geelong Railway
Station complex.  Given its near 140 years of operation,
it has performed @ long guasi-public building role in the
Geelong community.

Architecturally, of an unusually sophisiicated design for
s age, illustraung the distinctive Geelong rounded-
corner hotel form and the early use of bas-relief decora-
tive face-brickwork in a colony where brickmaking was
still unreliahle,
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