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House
J Little Ryrie Street

History

(Refer 1 Little Ryric Street)

F.me.rg;ing from the sale of the La Trobe Terrace Wes-
eyan

reserve in 1872, this allotment was sold to James Wood,
a Geelong clerk, (presumably of Wood Brothers, timber
merchants, of Little Ryrie Street). ' Wood built the house
soon afterwards, being first listed in rate books of 1873 as
owning (and later vccupying) an unfinished weather-
huar% four-room house with kitchen, pantry and servant's
room”. Later he leased the house to Francis Leary and
Robert I. Robshavw?.

Wood sold to Mary Aldwinckle (widow) in 1888, who
financed the purchase with a loan from William Ducker.*
By 1891 she had subdivided, creating today's 5 Little
Ryrie Street (later W.G. Hearne & Co., manufacturing

chemists), and two new awners, (5) Frances Jurman and
{3) Frederick Band (a Moorahool Strect wmif.:i'nna]-:{::r}."s
Band occupicd the house (then 5 rooms, kitchen,
bathroom, pantry) up 1o this century® Clifton Keats of
Melbourne was a later owner of 3 Little Ryrie when it was
deseribed as weatherboard and six rooms,

Occupiers this century included Ivan Niddrie (painter),
Anbxﬂ- Godfrey, John Jennings and Mrs. Annie Mc-
Asgy,

The house {and 1 Litle Ryrie) is shown in an 1879
panorama taken from the tower of the nearby schoal,
Identicalin appearance to today, the house was contained
by a timber picket fence and adjoined by a vacant site
surrounded by a paling fence”. The Geelong Water Board
Plan shows this houss, much as it is today, as a double-
fronted, bayed timber dwelling with extensive rear service
wing and stables on to Wesley Place.!”
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Description
A double-fronted, hipped-roof timber house with a slate
roof, twin window bays and simulated stone wall cladding
(ashlar). Atypical for its period, the entryis in a recessed
porch, (rather than from under a verandah)., Typical
quarry tile floor paving and chaste cast-iron brackets
ornament the porch,
External Integrity
Generally original, except for fence replacement and
security door addition,

Streetscape

Closely related to 1 Little Ryric Street as a 19th century
residential enclave in a mixed use area and backing on to
Ryrie Street with its individually important residential
sites, Contributes 1o precinct 6,1

Significance

Historically, associated with prominent Geelong
businessmen (Frederick Band, James Wood).
Architecturally, distinguished by its double-bayed veran-
duhless design (presumably architect design) and a con-
tributing part of a small but valuable 19th century
residentinl precinet,




