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House, 43 Alfred Crescent {Continued)

The verandah and balcony have delicate open work timber friezes supported
on timber brackets, and the balcony comes out in a three sided bay,
projecting from the front verandah line. The cast iron panels are of a
late character.

The top lights of all the windows, except for the top tower windows, are
in panels with a keyhole arch motif, again presumably of Moorish
derivation. Pilers dividing up the verandah and balcony, and supporting
the tower, are built up in vermiculated blocks in cement work. The arch
through the base of the tower which leads to the entrance docr is divided
not only by a keystone but by two blocks on the angle breaking into the
archivelt, giving a sort of rudimentary rustication.

The interior is extremely ornate and lavish. The undergraduate thesis
by Mario Bernardi provides evidence of its former appearance in 1968 when
it still belonged to the Lloyd family.

The front room is wall papered in panels and an elaborate timber fireplace
surrounds a very lush mantle with mirrors. The front bay window has a
timber Art Nouveau screen across with pleasing sinucous lines. There is
ornate leadlighting across the top of the window. The skirtings are deep,
and are picked out in different timber colours. The door surrounds, which
defy architectural analysis, are extremely elaborate, in multi-colour
tirber work.

Tne hall walls have been redeccrated but there are the same elaborate
aoor surrounds and an elaborate Art Nouveau ceiling, which is constructed
in either pressed metal or carton pierreBWIth subtle gradations of

browns and greens with detailing picked cut in gold. There i1s an ornate
tinber Art Nouveau screen/arch in the hallway.

The second room back again has a similar rather heavier timber fireplace
overmante! and a less elabeorate bay window and screzen. The ceiling in
subtle colours is superb and appears to ke carton pierre.

Tite rcom further back has been rececorated and again has the mirrored
cver mantle with a coved top above a grey marbled fire place. The
ceiling, painted white, 1is intact but it appears to be pressed metal
rather than carton pierre.

Upstalrs in the main bedroom on the east side of the front there 1s again
a very elaborate relief ceiling, white marble chimneypiece and a very
simple timber mirrored overmantle. Again there 1is a bay window with
leadlight glazing and a fairly simple Art Houveau timber screen across
the top.

Above the space adjoining the master bedroom on the west side rises the
stair to the tower. The tower itself is still intact internally with

the original surviving seats. Next to the stair there is a master dressing
room with panels of diagonal timber, mirrors and other decorative features.

7. M. Bernardi "Art Nouveau Architecture in Melbourne", B. Arch.
University of Melbourne 1968.
{(Permission could not be chtained to reproduce the large colour
photos contained in this report, but they provide an excellent
reference.)

8. carton pierre - layers of paper successively pasted together.
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House, 43 Alfred Crescent (Continued)

The second bedroom back has a white marble chimney piece, and a mirror
with a broken pedament over the top. The ceiling in original colours,
is in relief, with no Art Nouveau screen across the window. On the
landing there is a bathroom with its original ceiling and tiled walls.
The bath has a marble surround and timber panelled sides with marbling
in the panels.

The room behind is totally tiled, with another good ceiling and a
built-in wardrobe in a variety of timbers. There are some intact
tinber window venetians and a simple marble fire place.

This house provides a unigue expression of Art Nouveau architecture

in Melbourne. The exterior is intact with the original unpainted
vermiculated cement work, and ornate timber and cast iron decorative
work. The interior has some intact features, and the overall impression
is extremely lush.

NAME ; Hcouse ADDRESS : 67 Alfred Crescent
CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1890 1
ARCHITECT : unknown ]
BUTLDER: unknown ﬁ
FIRST OWNER: Alfred Mills, Fruiterer !
PRESENT OWNER: J. & J. Addis i
CONSTRUCTION : “
MATERIALS : rendered brickwork, slatef

roof -
CONSERVATION AREA: AS

BUILDING CITATION:

A large two storey dwelling of a comparitively chaste design for the
period (1890)l perhaps forshadowing the later depression. It comprises
a simple hipped slate roof with eaves brackets over a square massing
with a projecting wing on the right hand siae which is terminated by

a projecting bay - alsc finished with a hipped roof.

The cement rendered facade has maintained its original natural finish

and has little decorative treatment except string mouldings at the
springing height of the arcuated windows and cornices. A two storey
verandah with intact iron lace is constructed in the space subtended

by the projecting wing. The whole building is notable for its 1lntactness,
including the cast iron double palisaded fence, as well as for its street-
scape value created by its scale, small setback and relationship to the
adjoining neighbouring buildings.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
it is recommended that this building be specified under Clause 8 of the
Town and Country Planning Act (Third Schedule).

l. Fitzroy Ratebook 1890: Brick house 7 rooms and workshop {860
Alfred Mills, Frulterer.
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