City of Yarra Heritage Review: Building Citations

Building: Kane’s Bridge Significance: B
Address: Yarra Bend Road, Fairfield Melway Map Ref: 2D F8
Building Type: Footbridge Construction Date: 1934
Architect: Unknown Builder:; Unknown

Intactness:

G[ 1 FIx] PI ]

Condition:

G[x] F[ 1 P[]

Existing Heritage Listings:

Victorian Heritage Register
Register of the National Estate []
National Trust [x]

Recommended Heritage Listings:

Victorian Heritage Register []
Register of the National Estate [x]
Heritage Overlay Controls [x]
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History

In 1928 a footbridge was erected to link Kew with the public golf course across the Yarra.! The
total cost of construction came to £2502 and the bridge became known as Kane’s Bridge. During
the 1934 floods the bridge was washed downstream?, and was subsequently rebuilt.

The present form of the bridge resembles the earlier bridge which crossed from the Yarra Bend
Asylum to Kew, further upstream,

Pru Sanderson, City of Kew Urban Conservation Study. May, 1988.

Description

Kane’s Bridge is a pedestrian single-span suspension bridge over the Yarra River, connecting
Studley Park with Yarra Bend Park. The suspension towers on either side are timber trestles,
constructed of undressed log posts. The deck is suspended from steel tensioned cables hung from
the towers, and has timber cross-patterned balustrading.

Comparative Examples

Odyssey House Suspension Bridge, Lower Plenty, 1955

Significance

Kane’s Bridge, Fairfield is of local architectural significance and local historical interest. The
bridge was constructed to serve the recreational needs of the public, and is part of a long standing
tradition of such activities. Kane’s bridge is one of three suspension bridges crossing the Yarra
River, the others being the Odyssey House Suspension Bridge, also a pedestrian bridge,
constructed in 1955, and the Westgate Bridge, constructed in the 1970s. The bridge is a
picturesque element in the Park.

Original Source

Pru Sanderson, City of Kew Urban Conservation Study. May, 1988,

1 W D Vaughan, Kew’s Civic Century, p. 73.
2 W D Vaughan, Kew’s Civic Century, p. 74.
3 W D Vaughan, Kew’s Civic Century, p. 94.
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