City of Yarra Heritage Review: Building Cirations

Building: Lambeth Buildings Significance: B

Address: 275-277 Victoria Street, Melway Map Ref: 2G H1
Abbotsford

Building Type:  Shops and residences Construction Date: 1886

Architect: Unknown Builder: Unknown

Intactness: Condition:

G[ ] F(x] P[] G[x}] F[ ] P[]

Existing Heritage Listings: Recommended Heritage Listings:
Victorian Heritage Register {1 Victorian Heritage Register [1]
Register of the National Estate [ 1 Register of the National Estate [x]
National Trust [ 1 Heritage Overlay Controls [x]
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History

The Lambeth Buildings, at 275-277 Victoria Street, Abbotsford, were built for James Phillips, an
ironmonger, in 1886. The Rate Books for that year show Phillips as the owner of land and
foundations valued at £40. The following year, Phillips is listed as the owner of two brick shops,
each valued at £90. The first occupiers were John McCullaugh, a draper, and George Barks, a
picture framer.!

DPescription

The Lambeth Buildings at 275-277 Victoria Street is a pair of double-storey shops and residences
constructed of rendered masonry, situated at the corner of Park Street. The Italianate style
building has moulded cornices and consoled blocks embellished with classical masks at ground at
first floor levels. The building is surmounted by a plain rendered parapet and has rectangular
pediments on the Victoria Street elevation, and obelisk-like finidls on both street elevations. The
pediments bear the words 1886 LAMBETH BUILDINGS in raised lettering. The shop windows to
No. 277 appear to be original. The windows facing Park Street at ground {loor level and all
windows at first floor level are segmented-arched, double-hung sashes, with moulded architraves
and bracketed sills. The Park Street facade is divided into three bays, separated by shallow pilaster
strips. A smaller double-storey section adjeins the building to the north, with similar rendered
details,

The original verandah has been removed, and a cantilevered awning has been added to No. 275.

Various signs have been affixed to both buildings, and a modern shopfront inserted at ground
floor level.

Significance

The Lambeth Buildings at 275-277 Victoria Street, Abbotsford, is of local architectural
significance. The building is a typical and relatively intact example of a 19th century double-
storey shop and residence, which makes an important contribution to the streetscape.

1 Collingwood Rate Books 1886, 1887. Sands & McDougall Directory, 1890, 1900, 1920.
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