
City oj'Yurru Heritage Review: Building Citations

Building:

Address:

Building Type:

Architect:

House

93 Lucerne Crescent,
Alphington

Residence

Arthur May

Significance:

Melway Map Ref:

Construction Date:

Builder:

B

31 Dl

1925

Arthur

2

May

Intactness:

G[x] F[ ] P[

Condition:

G[x] F[ ] P[

Existing Heritage Listings:

Victorian Heritage Register [ ]

Register of the National Estate [ ]

National Trust [ ]

Recommended Heritage Listings:

Victorian Heritage Register [ ]

Register of the National Estate [x]

Heritage Overlay Controls [x]
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History

The development of A D Hodgson's Lucerne Estate subdivision was commenced in 1885 from
the original Wi l l ' s Lucerne Farm purchased in 1840.' Land sales commenced in 1885 but many
lots remained vacant u n t i l the 1920s.- Alice Brown owned lots in the Lucerne South No. 1 Estate,
around 1900,3 sell ing them in 1910 to the engineer, John Grindrod who already lived in the
street.4 Grindrod sold lot 24 to an architect, Arthur May in 1924, and in the following year May
had designed and built 93 Lucerne Crescent.5 May lived there for a t ime u n t i l he leased it to
Samuel O'Dea. Charles Layfield, a bootmaker, followed in 1934.6

Graeme Butler. Northcote Urban Conservation Study. 1982.

Description

The house at 93 Lucerne Crescent, Alphington. is a single storey timber bungalow style house. Its
walls are clad in weatherboard. The terracotta tiled roof has crossed gables, with timber shingled
gable-ends and bracketed eaves. The three-bay verandah, beneath the main longitudinal gable,
has double basket-arched timber fretwork verandah bays and matching moongate arched
entrance, reached by a short flight of timber steps (perhaps non-original). To the left of the
entrance is a protruding polygonal bay with timber-framed double-hung windows with diamond-
paned leadlit upper sashes. There is a simple corbelled red brick chimney with an unpainted
rendered cap.

The chimney breast has been painted, and the sub-floor area has been clad with timber lattice.

The house is reminiscent of Harold Desbrowe Annear's three houses in The Eyrie, Eaglemont.

Significance

The house at 93 Lucerne Crescent, Alphington, is of local architectural significance. It is an
interesting and well-detailed composition of elements common to a number of houses built in the
late Edwardian and inter-War periods in the lower Yarra Valley.

Original Source

Graeme Butler. Northcote Urban Conservation Study. 1982.

1 Lodged Plans of Subdivisions, 1068, 1640. Lemon, Andrew. History of Northcote Municipali ty, Draft
Typescript, Northcote City Council, Chapter 6, p 14.

2 Lodged Plans of Subdivisions, 1068, 1460, Titles Office, Melbourne; Lemon, Andrew, opcit , p!4.
3 Rate Books, 1905, 135.
4 Rate Books, 1910, 273.
5 Rate Books, 1924, 162; 1925, 170. Commonwealth Electoral Rolls, Batman, 1931.
6 Rate Books, 1933, 184; 1934.
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