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FORMER WERTHEIM PIANO FACTORY
Bendigo Street

History and Description

Constructed in 1909 to the design of architect Nahum Barnet. The builder was
R. McDonald. The owner was Hugo Wertheim who after a study of European and
American factories decided to have the factory area on one floor with only offices
on the first floor, a somewhat new concept for large factories in Australia. The
site covered four acres and a tramway system was laid through the building and to
the timber stores at the rear. The floor area was 50,000 square feet. The factory
was capable of producing 2,000 pianos a year.

Practically every part of a piano was made in the factory, and for this purpose
iron and brass foundaries, timber seasoning racks, wood working equipment,
cabinet making, french polishing and sounding board facilities were provided. The
factory generated its own power and it was heated by hot air pipes. Lavatories,
luncheon rooms and smokers pavilions were built for employees. Fire proof
divisions and steel doors were provided for fire isolation and a new type of
dampcourse was laid in the walls.

Some of the staff had been trained in the leading European piano factories, and
the pianos were claimed to compare favourably with any in the world.

Statement of Significance

A remarkably intact Edwardian factory building, formerly the largest piano
factory in Australia, designed by the important architect Nahum Barnet.
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THE WERTHEIM PIANO FACTORY .
RICHMOND ~near MELBOURNE.
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Wertheim Piano Factory, undated.
(La Trobe Library picture collection.)

Wertheim Piano Factory, undated.
(La Trobe Library picture collection.)
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