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NAME: TIle Gables. (Ms Farruga),

IADDRESS: Balliang Road. Balliang (west side. opp Birds Road l.
T ITLE DETAI LS:
US E: Farmhouse.

I
CONSTRUCTION DAT E: 1908 SOr R e L : I

ALTERAT IONS/ ADDIT IONS : Various DATE: lY I 2-3 - SO t RC E: ~ j
DESIGNER: BLILD ER: SO l"ReL

!CRITERIA: HIST OR IC THE:\ l E: Ag ricultu re

DESCRIl'TION: STYLE : Late Victorian ST ORIES: 1 DET.~CHEJ) .

1MATERIALS: WALLS Timber ROO F Iron STR lTTl"R E Stud
COl'.'l >lTION: Hl.2 L'iTA CT:'i ESS: nffiEATS:
SIGN IFICANT INTA CT ELEMENTS:
VERANDAH. ROO F FORM.
ROO F DECORATIO N.
DOORS. WINDOWS. PAL'ITWO RK SCHEME"
GATE S. OUTBUILDINGS.

SIGNIFICANCE:
TYPE: ARCHITECTURAL.
LEVEL: LOCAL
DESIGNATION EXISTL'iG: Nil.
RECOMMENDED CONTROL: PLANNL"I/G SCHEME.
MA P NO: Rl. 07 SURVEY: RP DATE: 21.12. 1993 NEGS: 1.21 & 1011.73

)



BACCHUS MARSH HERITAGE STUDY. Ref: [8

HISTORY: The lease for this closer settlement block was granted to Samuel Charles Bird
on February I . 1908.1 In the same year. Bird erected a weatherboard farmhou se 42 x 34'
( 12.8 x lOAm). comprising six rooms and a bathroom, and a deta ched wash house 15 x 12'
(4.5 x 3.6m).' In 1914, a verandah was added to the residence.3 Other improvements
included a windmill ( 19(2), a blacksmith's shop ( 1914 ), fences ( 1917-23) , sheepyards
( 1934) and a garage (1937)." Following Bird's death in 1933, the lease was transferred to a
son, Lionel Edgar.' L.E. Bird was granted freehold title to the property in April 19446

VIS UAL DESCRIPTION: A [ate Victorian double-fronted symmetrical timber farmhouse
whose pair of gables face the road, with a timber skiIlion verandah across. Th ere are turned
finials with radiating timbers and rails both ends of the gables, tripartite windows, sidelights
and fanlights to the entrance. Each gable has an internal chimney.

COMPARATIVE A.c'lALYSIS: There are 26 Edwardian farmhouses identified in the
Study. This is a type unlike any other.

SIGNIFICANCE: A timber Edwardian farmhouse built in 1908 on a Closer Settlement
Board lease with various outbuildings .

The complex is oflocal historical significance as evidence ofthe government action in
establishing the Closer Settlement movement, the settlement pattern that ensued and the
enterprise of the small farmers who took up the leases.

INTACTNESS:

CONDITIONS & THREATS:

1 Memorandum. Closer Settlement Board VPRS 5714 Box 262.
2 Statement of Revaluation, 21 September 1937.
3 Report 16 March 1914.
4 Statement of Revaluation, n.d.
s Transfer of Lease, 22 February 1936.
• Department ofLands and Survey, Parish ofBalliang, Scheclu1e of Allotments (CPO).


