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The foundation stone of the Synagogue was .·laid on ·25 Januarv .1861,·",:and the
building, designed by T. B. Came ron, was opened' on 18Ma~ch":i86L:7·:Th~.;building
was erected for the sum of £900. At a laterqate." :~w.o~~,de,>ii.ri4s.·!,.;ere
added and the face br ick work unfortunately' rendered. '. ~~he building.'. has a
siwple form wi t~ a front portico and elegant r'ound '-headed' ~':l~dows~-;:':'; At the
sides more rou:-ld headed windows alternate' with Tuscan pilaster!L.~< Internally
the Synagogue ~as a~ u?per gallery surrounded by cas~ lr~~.decoration.
The Synagogue is intact, and as a result of recen~ restoratio~, is in good
condition. 1:5 uniqueness in Victoria amply jus~ifies its inclusion On
the Historic 3uildi~ss Register.
?:::COHNENDAT rot': s
It is recomme~cec t~at t~i5 building be retained o~ the Historic Buildings
Register, the ~esiste: of t~e National Estate, and ~e specified under
Clause 8 of the ?o~~ a~d Co~n~~y Planning Act (Thi=c Schedule) .
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SYN.l>,GOGU3 , BAR.'<LY STREET

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

The foundation stone of the Synagogue was laid on 25 January 1861

and the brick building, designed by T.B.Cameron was opened on 18 March 1861.

1861. for a cost of e900.
1

At a later date the two wings weI:e added

and the original face brickwork rendered (see pbotograph.H20S14, 1861

attached) . This may have been undertaken in 1886 when T.B.Cameron
2

called for tenders for a new Synagogue or when removations were carried

out in i903. The Synagogue was restored in 1961.

o
',- ,

I;:

This.building follows the pattern. of. old European Orthodox Synagogues

which 'are distinctly different from the modern and more liberal ,Temples.

The building is constructed of brick and ..o~iginally had only :th~_..·

pila~t~~st c?lumns, pediment, window.reveals and cornice rendeie4. Sadly

~::.,. :': 'all' the 'face::brickwork .has now been. rendered. i' -.-.'-'\,' .";-".::'--

. - . :, '.~, :
fromthe'original simplicity of the building, as evidenced in the early

photo.

. ,.' -. .-.-", .. , -~.-.

: ," ~~ .- • : e'

.
••.~..~ .;~.,~..:.,.;:'~.~.·.-~.~.:.·_~.i,~;.;.·_~~_~~h:.,.·.,.· ...~...·.:U..·_·.~~.·.;.~. d.~.;:.~.n.:.;.:~.·.·_~~.:,.:;t.:·_·.a.·';· ke~.. the form of a.- single rectangule with a poi~l:~jci~~' s-u~~~t~d' .- .~.::-~:;~.>~ .. =:~
.:. -., __ ...... . >.:,,". ,', '::. ':'..l: <:~.::.\.t.~;;;.!;:.~~,::.:-;.::::;~.:",~~.>::.j.,,:::..-"'-:."

.- f2,;' ;',:-.- .. : 'on"pairs o~ squared Tuscan columns and'- ptlast'e'rs'~ : ·Hebre~·r::Iette!in~r:-i:rF·~~7:·-:···:;·~.-~···~"-

. - -- - -- --" "-. '.- _.....: ..:~... ':.:::\ ;.:. ..:~ :: .. ,.::, .. :" ..~;',":?!-::~-:-".: ... ' - .

} :i~:.~~~~~~t;l1'~::.::~p'i;\~·,lias. a mysterious cipher-:-lif<e--quality. anci,cc:~:r~b;~~:::~:,;~.~%~F':~.~·i.~r:~~
~ ::~.~~::'~~;::)(::'£Y.~.!.c.U...rig.~.§.::..;.}!i~7~g~~.. The portico "and main building are roofed.:in slate-: ...~..: "~ ~~ h~L, ..~

~ ?,~C::;~f:I~~:~~;~~~j·;?i¥.~;I~i~.·~tthe front sup~~t a d~ep ·co~.nic~~: ·El~g~~~'.\~~~'E;~: ;.;;:'~f~!rft~:
~:,q~ ...';~~',··;h.~ade.C!,-.sa,sh~w.:indq",:" flanked by pilasters, .complete tberemainder. of !;l1e"<.:,. ,..;.::;..

"~""~';_(':'·'~".·.")".""_"':';/::'L.~ .•~.L.t.·._;~.~....f;~i.:jt:~,:~~::tr." . ,-~~.~:~: ':;:0~:.~i~;~~~~~j~L:S
.- -_. ~'small:,wi~g~ have been added on either side of the fa_cade:'::;;T'li~~~:':::::'::f'::j%,:~'~::;;
.~; ~.~; r~·~·;~dd.~~~~ii~;.r,e.p~at.thecornice pattern and continue a moulding : inCC)r~ra~d; <'.~. ~!it:~i~i
" ;1<', i3:o:: beneath ..the .front windows. Round headed openings to doors and windows . - . .... ... ..'

. .:.<.'.:. :' .. ~... '.:,'. ,,..._:; ... >'.- . ;:_:.:.~. ,.. .=. <_i<~:;::~:~t.:.~ .
. .. ~~t.;'~'~:'··riiatch. :the .original building. The additions, illbei t sympathetic,. detract .. :.: :: :,;:. _. ;.': ....

Internally the Synagogue has an upper gallery surrounded by cast iron

decoration. Of note also are two silver plate candelabra crystal

chandeliers dating from the 1860's.

1. Withers, Hi$tory of Ballarat, p.271.

2. Argus, 15/2/1886.



SYNAGOGUE, BA-~~Y STRE-~ (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

This Synagogue is intact, and as a result of recent restoration,
-

inclusion on the Historic Buildings Register •

in good condition. Its uniqueness in Ballarat ~~ly justifies its Bl
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