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The foundation stone for the front section was laid py' Sir Redmond Barry on
21.2.1867. The contractors were Messrs?Bdulton~~FYf~~ and the work cost
£1938. The supervision and interior design was _by·~.J;J.Lorenz, and the design
was by Mr.C.H.Ohlfsen~Baggewho presUmabiy~de5igned(fhehall which cost;(1,280.
It employs particularly elaborate 'cream and: red -polychrome brickwork. It has
banded segmental window heads and an intrusive triangular arcaded corbel table
in contrasting materials below the eaves •. The centre of the three principal
elevations featl1res a projecting panel with some unusual motifs. The building
is enhanced by the elaborate cast iron-.roof .plumbing and fence. The intericrr: of
the later hall a~ the rear is quite remar~able with elaborate trusses beneath a
large clerestory. The build ins is SUbstantially intact and is One of the most
unusual polych:ome structures in Victoria. The corbel tables and other decorative
brick items, a~d t~e hall in~erior, are all quite remarkable.
RECO~L'1ENDATI ON S
It is recomme~ces ~~a: this building be added to the Historic Buildings Register,
the Register 0: ~te ~a~ional Estate, and be specified under Clause 8 of the Town
and Country ?la~~i~s Act (Third Schedule).
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BALLARAT EAST LIBRARY, BARKLY STREET

BUILDING ANALYSIS &~ DESCRIPTION

The Ballarat East library was established in 1862 and

from the engine house of the Ballarat Fire Brigade in

at first operated
1Barkly Street.

The Ballarat Star of January 22, 1867, reported On the laying of the

Foundation Stone by Honorable Sir Redmond Barry on the 21st January.

"The Architect of the library is Mr.C.B. Ohlfsen-Bagge, the
engineer for the Borough of Ballarat East and the contra~ors

ar~ Messrs.Boulton and Fyfe, tender being,{1938. The design
includes a hall forty by eighty feet, the height of the walls
being 28 feet. The part now to be executed is the front

'~. . portion facing Barkly Street, immediately opposite the Fire
., ,·.Brigade;, The dimensions of the .building are Sixty by Thirty
'>:: ·three feet', the front and ends will be carried up in red brick

» ..·ielieved 'by white brick dressings. round ,windows and the string
::".\::.·;cornice will be of coloured bricks and surmounted by elegant --."
:"::'casti:fon spouting;' supporting a cresting of very light and
'::~-:t.;.·;handsome::.design." ",.-

~ '7.;..,'~·~":':'·~ \i,f;::~: ", ."~,:,<,~",:::. >'

·' ..·:-'''.-.···.Appar·ently... C.H;Ohlfsen-Bagge acted as an honorary architect with J.J .Lorenz :_~;
. (:.~--;':::' ~.:;~.::",,,.:'\:,--,'~.~,.'.:. '. -.:: ;

:J' ''': ,a~.s:c~~Fie:'!sup~ririb~n(:Iingari::hi teet "whose .exceUent .taste was displayed in design--" ",;. t·. '.
'< ."~.,;, .. _...".,, :~~:··"~i-~·,:·:·,"':-_~.:J,:~">'.:~,.~~ .. ...;.. . ..', "... ,,' _, '". . 'C"'" ¥, _. ," ,." ••; ...~-~:"7.-.. ":'':! -.~_ .. ~;.

.. ..~·I~.:;: ..•<~<.ing .. and,... c:aq:YJ~g ;-out. ,the. inter~or"c-:'" The interiors "were'-"completed by .. , ..

6,,:j,)O.:...'.,.i.:,!j.!..:.t.;.'.r..,t,>.'.~,',:_·.1,:.f.,·.,.~.:,:_~,:",!.".~.ij:!.·, ..:l,.;a,!,~,{.•.:,i:.;~..~a'\'·'~';~3;': os t ~f J~9'~:: .';:~·i~~:"~x~~~~t'? ~.~ .averall:.~~s t' ~~:"~~':~;~:[';::~tJ7;':I;';:;,;'~
, .' -. --- =-.~ -. :)::-A~' .;:...:~.;.. ~·~·~_···:_:-... ?·:.:\·~~.:~:.~··~:~~~::.~:~:;,~~i

"~'O'U~;":/:l'i'~h,e~s'i:eP.Or.t~cl. that the cost of the' building and fitting~.,was .about . '. ' "':"'~: :-;:..: ..;:'

~ ~ ,i,5::"C.;:;:t:::ri:~6o';lj~~;i1~ha:t a hall had been added at. a cost of 1'1, 200 ":~ , (It<i~ not :.L:/,:·,;;,:·,:·f;:!·

:Q.~X~~.;~~,;;~~~~'~,~t'it.~~,:~ll was built ,but,it i~ ..~ssumed the hall is ~~lf,~~~~~i~.~·~;X:;::;~~:,::t:::.
::: ::: '?"'J:"',~~1f,;1-.~~,~t:~:f.r.8~87 _the library consisted of 12, 000 volumes. ~,,~~,:,.;~:,::c:,i:.~,.:..~.,•...;.:.~,•.l;,..,:'.:,l.'.~.:(,:~,~,:.:.:,:,..:.:.•~.:..~.·i.:"·""':'::'·'.'.~..(..~ ",~~~ _·~.~·~~:?~1~~ti:ti~~;·::::f:~tf5;11-~~·- . :". .:; :~:~ .\,~;":" _. ~ :' ~
:,'~ .~ ·~·.-'.!In ,J.uly- 1870' .'1-·.School of Design was formed and classes held at the.library;:,·::··,:.'.:::···.: .:",:

~::·;;:i~~,,~ ·~:,rh~T~'~~~a~·ibd;;~.~~artment began to subsidise the school and the commi~~"e ;:;'~:,:~.;'.;',:::'";;
:" ~ =:..q3-"3.ioIas:'able t~: ~'xte'nd the premises in order to accotrnllodate additional'. class.es.".:,. cO::' ",".' ""

.. 'B~)" the'~arlY" 1900' s the school had sufficient standing to became the 'C'.'.!:;'-. ,,;:,-

. B~ii~~~t East Branch of the School of Mines.
4

1. Withers Bistory of Ballarat 1887 ed. p.286.

2. A. McCallum, A Bistory of Ballarat Libraries, p.1S.

3. Withers op. cit. p.286.

4. McCallum op. cit. p.16.



BALLARAT EAST LIB~~Y, B~~LY STREET (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

The library continued to operate, in 1949 becoming a branch library of

the Ballarat Central Library, until 26th October 1973.

as a Museum ..

It is nOW used
p.t

gl

The Barkly Street section is a red and cream brick building of a most

unusual character. It has windows with segmental heads banded in the

two brick. colours at both levels. It has a triangular arcaded corbel

table below the eaves in cream brick on red brick brackets.

The entrance is emphasised by :a central panelled' composition rising to

first floor level. This 'comprises a row o~ machicolation above the

joints.

firstly the spouting' is

spouting with a sort of

f:

,~ ...
",: .'.

.....-..:~ ..

ent~ance, surmounted by angle? bricks and some ~ecess~~'p~nels of dark

brick below the upper floor windows in just this central:panel.

L_._, . . ;'.~'. . :.,

·Above the other four windows are some. rather strange motifs of sq~~r7s
''', :'_.:-'." •. ~.': .".r.;· .•.-- .:': ",".' .~•• ~~. :,-,,~~,;.-.~:-:....:;:._.,. -.:'" ", ,".

set on the angle. The arrises. of the window openings, and of the
. ~.'~ .. ::".-... :...' .~..: ..~~-. '_..>.:.<.;:'--::~~::'.:: ...;.... ". ".,' .. ~;~~..'~;~::-- :.:.:..:.-: '. . _.
building itself, are in chamfer stopped brickwork •.. The end elevations

•• " :.: 1 ~.• ' •.';" ', ••. ' ':; ;-·~c.-;,;. ,','::-' '.:_~ :":';:.:'~~-';::":",,,,~._. ".'

have set in' them panels rather like that' bit.the .entrance front and
$ .,' .-, (, ~ -.~,. . :,_··..jlt.<:.-!~-: ~ .

rising two storeys •

.,.'
.• I··

The building is really much:.enhanced by.;som~ ;C?f.:the:'ancilliary elements;
. r'

o
' .;, .~: _ ~.

intact.:'C'.This ··is .. a .z;:ather elaborate cast iron

tri~t~ ·~ou~ding'I£~~~~~~e~t~.:~;acketsat the

Also the cast iron'~ownpipes arid-octagonal:rainwater heads,
. ; .. ;.'; ~- ;>;. ,', ',,:.. - . ; -, : - .

and at least two of the cut sheet iron·acro~er:~a·are:of·interest.

A fence runs from the front around the ·eas~·si9~ with·bluestone plinth

and piers. It has slightly exotic cast· iron.: caps to the palisade bars,

and at the gate a rather fine pipe and wrought.iron scrolled arch which

'j

is designed to carry the gas lamp, but unfortunately is nOW gone. This •fence and a section further down Barkly Street, are the remains of the

fence which originally enclosed the East Ballarat Town Hall, Library and

Town Hall gardens.

a great misfortune.

The latter buildings have subsequently been demolished;

460
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BALLARAT EAST LIBR~~Y, BA-~~Y STREET (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

At the Barkly Street front one window has been glazed in leadlighted

glass for the Jubilee of 1912.

The building has been extended at the back with the hall, which on one

end is in fact done in partially matching brickwork with simple cream

bands, but at the other end is all in timber. Entering the building

the interior appears at first rather coarse, but the glazed screen

'., .

'l:he

There is.a most

- - =-

~: ':'.'

~ ... '< :. •

dividing off the lobby from the stairwell is of some interest with a very

wide arched fan~like top divided by slim shafts running radially into
' .. - .

four panes lik~: voussoi:r.s aro;~d a~ .cen:tr:al.'<semicircular lunette.

stairwell its~i~c:1s of some p~~t~nsiori;with:a very broad segmental
. . ~,.~~:.. .-,~.' ".- -" , ::;,' " ......:.--:... -':.~

_"C~ 'stilted arch"carried on double','I:oliated.,cqnsoles" and passing under ,as

the stairca~~;'ir~aksoff t~'-'t'!;E,"<ii:;'ft:''thii:;;'~h''one:'p'airof arches ,which
. ,'... -. . . "~- ',".: ,..:", .; ..

:: '!:" .. : ',have two orde:d ':of bowtell 'J!l0"il,a,il1g".. whic.h:,s;;mply, sink ,away ,into the "

,'Jj0ffp;;;1tF~4ft?1,:It'~:;~~~~~i;%;?!:" ":.. ", .."..~~., .'.' ";",;~; ':"~
'""U;'!~ " ..The :main' hal);:;;tself 'is a, trgJ:y:rein.a;t:k,a,Ql<;!, 'space in, six bays ,with, trusse:S:~~ ;- '; .:.. :','; " ,

.. ~t;' ~::;f' per~~ps~:-~~~ef~~r{ili'--c;~~t~ji~~~W;N~¥.~~;~l<pressi~nistictYPe i~the ':~ ':"":- ,,'

,,,""-,;'.; -':-Vi6he~~le:";Iidc;riia~ner~;:'iTh~"6,u,ik:'~f,~t:h~~Vs's,entiallygueen post trusses ,;_~'._ _

, :'::-·~"ar~:i~'£imb~i,~{tti· 6ii';;';;fe~~(i~(!f:Hdf~e;d':d~'';'ration and the centr';'l p~nel~:;;~> "
'., ~:._ ~~ :: ;:x,\o-~::·:':·~;::i?;:-·:.·"7~,·::<rt'.:tl;:,,~.:it·~~' ...i;-::'l;~·z;.~:~· . ;-

has a "de bariwith ,what appears' tCi J,e,"a:J::a's€ ring ornament on it'- .. A.. i~,l •
.>-,_.' :.!.....;..~ ' .....~:.:..,_.• ~.~' ':'--- ,:- .... ---_..:..••. '-:.: -\ :!.

non-structural":section'.:aiises::'aljOjte'~tiii'~~queenpost truss to carry ,the

ClereS~ry .i~·~~·~~s~if~:6~':'E~i~~z:j~~~~':~~~~'*Jrii"th'other qizarre, flanking
.,~ ~-.: :':: ".:': :.,~:,,:-: ~ :':,' ':.- '.~ "":";-·,-'·-;'~k:r::.Ji;"f.::,,'~~}f~~·¢~<':" .

.<-=: ...... decoration~~ :';:~The ceiling 1s;<in',ai:agofial:""ooarding, and the top clerestory
: :,. c'> .~.. ~''': ::... ;;.:.>;'';':·L~'·':':.i;P.1%~·,.;~':~/'';~:~~~£ll,·· .

section has a series of'ceili~g'~ent£latin~'rosettes,no doubt to be
. ". ::: . ;: ': "';.~" .::'·;:':-::'-;::~":':E·7;~·::i~·=:;~·~·2.::~:~ .'

placed above hanging 'gaslamps~:tt::The~trusses'aresupported from the
, ••• - •. "t ',.-_~".;'j".,,-. ~'..~~'. ';""'~i:. l...;

walls by timber brackets C6~rrig~ut ftom¥piiasters.
;.."_ ·;·-··'.!-,~,:~;;".::i~ '., ~· ..·i'l

interesting fireplace, nowolocked'off 'and painted over, but in timber

with a semicircular openin~f';~;~{;~f,geOmetricisedwith chamfered edges

..,o~,

.: - -<','

in a rather crystalline patter~~'

The original ventilating system consisted of nine cylindrical Tobin tubes

distributed along what were the external walls, and eight of these are

still in place, while the other is lying loose. The tubes rise to nearly

2 metres off the floor and have little removable lids.



BALLARAT EAST LI3R~Y. ~~~Y STR2L~ (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

At the back of the building there is an upper room, completely lined

in a very simple and pleasing way in beaded edged pine boarding.

Externally the weatherboard rear of the building is of interest for

the clerestory above the hall and the smaller rear hall roof.

The building is substantially intact internally and externally, although

not in particularly good repair.

unfortunate.

The painting of the rear hall is

This building is one of the most unusual polychrome streetscapes in
, '';

.. '.' -'
:. -.

; .. -'

Vic~oria on account of the corbel tables below the ~aves, the projecting.

p~~ls' On each elevation and var~ous pattern work iIi. 'c:ream bricks. against

the,' re~d .background. The fence, roof plumbing and ~'~ar hall are ~ii ' ...

"

·._.,·,..U
- •• #"" "

. . .. ~."

....

fuy-k~S-N=+J Eall~

bz:+, ~. tQ20

ike. l"b",,~ 'S 0", -Ik
Iefl-.

. --'; .. ....,;,
.c ;.~-,;",<::;,:,:::".....:.:. -",<,,~ . _'. ._ .... ,' ....

",,·.o·.··,~. ,' ... qui te .j:emarkable. .The building serves as a sad remnant of the former

:/;;in:s,;;;:;;:~.g:~~FFof th~ Ballarat East .~~wn HaJ.~.!..P'oli_c~ ~~~~i~n,a~~.Bo~':!'~sf~~;:·... ~,:"., .:,:.

"~'.""'" Gardens', .as shown. However it is in an illlportan.t::"area, specifically .. ·· '.

' .•..~~.· ,:.:.:.·_~.~.:.-_: '.;_f..~.;;·,;.·.•.'.;.:t.:~.•~__ :.::,--e.t_·.·:.::.:.·.·~~,:.·.,_·.11:~f i ts r~lationsh~::~i.th ,tli~;~n_~su".l _b,~ ick ~~:~_ Bali~ra.t ~f~~e ·:'~;5.,,;': :.::h .
'- ~-~.'. - ,.,' . '- ,.:.=.~-.:; ·:.~·.~,,~!::::: ..·~;"l~"·.~·:.i~~~:)(:{:;:

;..,. ..~.':'~":"";' .. '-.:,.~.' :.:J~... ". ~ ..~ .,'-:" :.; .;::~;.:,.,. _': ,:...::' ~ ,,":.;..; i ..:~~ .. '. "::.•~.>:. '. :::'~:.;>~:.

::~~.'~~:Y~":~~'~:"·~_-~'·'·'''':''.'~_"~·c..t~.·,.:_2..',~_'\,~,·.: • .:" ... .; ~ - i :':",,;":- . \ - ., ->.~' ·'.i·:;.'« ::.:·h:', 'if.'::
," . '.:~. ~_~: _:-- ,~ - ,,:,,~~.r.' ~,: .. :~.;~.' ;;~:.::..;·:~;'::·f-·:~.:{:,:·:_~·-~·~~~~r~··~.. ,:

;;: " .
. ~_ .•_.:-~}::.l,.

. ,_~ c . ~<':" ._.~:'.
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