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unusual polychrome structures in Victoria. The corbel tables and other decorative
brick items, and the hall interior, are all dquite remarkable.
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that this building be added to the Historic Buildings Register,
2 National Estate, and be specified under Clause 8 of the Town
a

ing Act {Third Schedule).
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By the early 1900's the school had sufficient standing to become the

BALLARAT EAST LIBRARY, BARKLY STRZET

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

The Ballarat East library was established in 1862 and at first operated
from the engine house of the Ballarat Firé Brigade in Barkly Street.l
The Ballarat Star of January 22, 1867, reported on the laying of the

Foundation Stone by Honorable Sir Redmond Barry on the 21st January.

aThe Architect of the library is Mr.C.H. Ohlfsen-Bagge, the
engineer for the Borough of Ballarat East and the contractors
are Messrs.pBoulton and Fyfe, tender beingj?l938. The design
includes a hall forty by eighty feet, the height of the walls
being 28 feet. The part now to be executed is the fromt
'/ portion facing Barkly Street, immediately opposite the Fire
~Brigade: The dimensions of the building are Sixty by Thirty
‘three feet, the front and ends will be carried up Iin red brick
irelleved by white brick dressings round windows and the string
hcorn;ce will be of coloured bricks and surmounted by elegant
5cast ifon spouting," supporting a crestzng of very light and

' ,:,‘ +
1” ‘handsome deszgn

The 1nter10rs were-completed by

Eae
P .al.—- ,.-1 "

Wlth extras, the overall cost came to .

Lwhen the,hall was built but 1t is assumed the hall 15 Ohlfsen—Bagge 5

i \...\r.n- e

Ballarat East Branch of the School of Mlnes.4

1. Withers History of Ballarat 1887 ed. p.286. ]
2. A. McCallum, A History of Ballarat Libraries, p.l5.
3. Withers op. cit. p.286.

4, McCallum op. cit. p.16.

ASAQ



FTY

BALLARAT EAST LIBRARY, BARKLY STREZT (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

The library continued to operate, in 1949 becoming a branch library of
the Ballarat Central Library, until 26th October 19573. It is now used

as a Museum.

The Barkly Street section is a red and cream brick building of a most
unusual character. It has windows with segmental heads banded in the
two brick, colours at both levels, It has a triangular arcaded corbel
table below the eaves in cream brick on red brick brackets.

The entrance is emphasised‘hf'a central pane‘led'composition rising to -
firstvfloor level, This comprlses a rcw of macnlcolatlon above the
_entrance, surmounted by angled bricks and some recessed panels of dark

brick below the upper floor w1ndows in just thls central panel.

.

Above the other four wrndows are some rat' htrange motlfs of squares

set on the angle. ; The arrlses of the w1ndow openlngs, and of the .

w3

bulldlng ;tself are 1n chamfer stopped brlcknork.. The end elevatlons . o o

" have set in them panels rather llke that on the entrance front and
t g o : FRRCE SRR .
rlslng two storeys.

The bulldlng is really much- enhanced by some;of the anc1lllary elements;

flrstly the spoutlng is 1ntact.?‘ ThlS 1s:a rather elaoorate cast iron . N

joints, Also the cast 1ron downplpes and cctagonal ralnwater heads,

and at least two of the cut sheet 1ron acroterla are of‘lnterest.

A fence runs from the front around the'easttsige'with:hlnestone plinth

| and piers. It has slightly exotic cast-iron;caps te the palisade bars,
and at the gate a rather fine pipe and wrought.iron scrolled arch which
is designed to carry the gas lanp, but unfortunately is now gone. This '
fence and a section further down Barkly Street, are the remains of the

fence which originally enclosed the East Ballarat Town Hall, Library and

Town Hall gardens, The latter buildings have subseguently been demolished;

a great misfortune. A
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BALLARAT EAST LIBRARY, BARKLY STREET (coatd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

At the Barkly Street front one window has been glazed in leadlighted

glass for the Jubilee of 1912,

The building has been extended at

end is in fact done in partially

the back with the hall, which on one

matching brickwork with simple cream

bands, but at the other end is all in timber. Entering the building

the interior appears at first rather coarse, but the glazed screen

dividing off the lobby from the stairwell is of some interest with a very

wide arched fan-llke top lelded

- four panes llke voussoirs around

by slim shafts running radially into

a central sem1c1rcular 1unette._ Qhe

stalrwell ltself 15 of sone preten51on w1th a very broad segmental

Stllted arch’ carrled on double follated consoles, and passing under as

the stalrcase breaks off to the left thr

—-.-V

= .-1-.1-. ------

non—structural sectxon arlse

.‘_,,‘_

gh onepair of arches ,which

have two orders of bowtell mouldlngs whlch 51mply sink . away into the o

‘are in. tlmber w1th chamfered an& not@ﬁed*decoratlon and the central panel'

be- A

-aga1n-w1th ‘other bizarre flanklng

.\_.-‘. - ~ -n-,-....-..-f; .g,::’ L

placed above hanglng gas lamps.

;fThe cellxng 1s'1n alagopal boardlng, and the top clerestory

ﬁ‘The_trusses ‘are supported from the

-.ah-y

walls by timber bracketé coﬁing‘out from pllasters. There is.a most

a"u.'

interesting flreplace, now Blocked off and painted over, but in timber

‘,.,_...,

with a semicircular openlng, sort of .geometricised with chamfered edges

M e

in a rather crystalline pattern.

The original ventilating system
distributed along what were the
still in place, while the other

2 metres off the f£loor and have

consisted of nine cylindrical Tobin tubes
external walls, and eight of these are
is lying loose. The tubes rise to nearly

little removable lids.



grandeur of the Ballarat East Town Hall POllCE Statlon and Botanlcal

BALLARAT EAST LIBRARY, BARXLY STRZET (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

At the back of the building there is an upper room, completely lined
in a very simple and pleasing way in beaded edged pine boarding.
Externally the weatherboard rear of the building is of interest for

the clerestory above the hall and the smaller rear hal} roof.

The building is substantially intact internally and externally, although
not in particularly good repair., The painting of the rear hall is

unfortunate.

This bulldlng is one of the meost unusual polychrome streetscapes in
Vlctorla on account of the corbel tables below the eaves, the projectlng
panels on each elevation and varjous pattern work 1n cream brlcks agalnst

the. red ,background. The fence, roof plumbing and rear hall are all

,qu1te remarkable. The building serves as a sad remnant of the former

i r'..‘.:

R

Gardens, as shown. However lt 1s 1n an 1mportant area, spec1f1ca11y

ey

EanE) +wuo¥ Ball cunt
Emﬂq.c.mzo

: The [thvm 5 o The

— left. 2
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