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: " The Loreto Nuns purchased the home of Agar anne ln 1875 for their first

convent in Australia and from this Mary s Mount developed
L The convent of ashlar sandstone is not of & Dartlcularly distinctive
T - " 1ate Gothic Revival design but the- grouplnc TOf: the chapel, arcaded cloister
section and east wing around the front gardens is. quite- ;mpresszve. Also of
importance are the delightful patterned brlck grotto wlth transverse gable
roof and central spire, and a three storey wing constructed of red brick with
bands of cream, a castillated parapet and an extraordinary skyline due to the

row of chimneys.
The whole complex is intact in the panCLDal approaches from Sturt Street.

The complex is of statewide importance as the best and most intact example of
convent architecture and several elements - the chapel, cloister, rear Brick
wing and grottoc ate of particular importance. The convent forms the
principal element in an important environmental area.

RECQMMINDATIOUS '

It is reccrmenced =nat this convent complex be added ©o the Fistoric Zuildinzs
Register, the PRegister of the National Estate, and be gpécified under Claq__ g
of the Town ard Country Planning Act (Third Schedule).
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MARY'S MOUNT COLLEGEZ, 1602 STURT STREET
BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

The convent began as the home of Agar Wynne, a soliciteor, grazier, and
owner of mines. The house was purchased in 1875 by the Loreto nuns

to become the Order's first Australian home.l The Chapel was begun by
1899, but work stopped due to lack of funds. It was completed in 1902

. due to generosity of Countess Elizabeth Wolff Mettenick who stayed at

the convent.

-

A new wing of nuns' cells and dermiteries was designed by Tappin Gilbert
" and Dennehy,3 to be linked by cloxsters to the existing building. Other

adéditions and new buildings have been constructed but no information
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hls bulldlng is one of the most comprehens;ve and 1mportan, c0nvents 1nv
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27 *sectlon, and east wlng around the front gardnns is qU1te 1mnre551ve..;
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1. J.Neil and M.C.Sayers Ballarat Sketchbook.

2. loc. cit.

3. Drawings Vernon Collection, undated,



MARY'S MOUNT COLLZGZ, 1602 STURT STREET (contd.)
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BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DEZSCRIPTION o
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There is a rather bizarre three storied wing at the rear of somewhat ?85
greater architectural interest. It 1s constructed of red brick with DE
bands of cream, a castellated top and a row of six chimneys all along ;
the west side which provide a rather extraordinary skyline. AL one 14

end there is an even higher row of chimneys joined by an arch to form
a bell-cote within which there is a great wheel and bell, while at the

other end is a double arched motif, again between two chimneys, .

1)

The whole complex is intact on the principal approaches from Sturt Street

: The complex is of statewide importance as the best and most intact eXampla L
“af convent architecture, and several elements - the chapel, clomsters, reu K
brick wing and grotto are of particular 1mnortance. The complex, when
v;ewgd'from sturt Street, is enhanced by the mature trees of the front
garden.area. ;??:. ;5_‘ T . | | -

The convent forms the pr1nc1pal
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