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, , The Loreto Nuns purchased the home of Agar Wynne' in 1875' for their first

• • • • • ..."., 1"

convent in Australia and from this Ma.ry,~,sMourit:,develop~.,d,.';

The convent of ashlar sandstone' is' noeof";ii"part'icularly distinctive
late Gcthic Revival design but the"groupihgj'i,;f:;th~'cha'p'h:>arcaded cloister
section and east wing around the front garde'ns"'is quite ::iiIipressive. Also of
importance are the delightful patterned brick,grotto with 'transverse gable
root and central spire, and a three storey wing constructed of red brick with
bands of cream, a castillated parapet and ,an extraordinary skyline due to t~e

row of ~himneys.

The whole complex is intact in the principal approaches from Sturt Street.
The complex is 0: statewide importance as the best and most intact exarn?le of
convent architecture and several elements - the chapel, cloister, rear bric~

wing and grotto a~e of particular importance. The .convent forms the
principal element i~ an important environmental area.
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MARY' 5 MOUNT COL!.EGE, 1602 STURT ST~ET

BUILDING fu~ALYSIS AND DESCRI?TION

The convent began as the home of Agar Wynne, a solicitor, grazier, and

to become the Order's first

owner of mines. The house was purchased in 1875 by the Loreto n~ns

Australian home.
l

The Chapel was begun by

1899, but work stopped due to lack of funds. It was completed in 1902

due

the

to generosity
2

convent ..

of COuntess Elizabeth Wolff Mettenick who stayed at

A :lew wing of
3

and Dennehy,

additions and

nuns' cells and dormitories was designed by Tappin Gilbert

to be linked by cloisters to the existing building. Other
. . ..

new buildings hav.e··bee·n constructed but no information

regarding these,has been ascertained: " ~ :::. ,.

..... ::: .'

":'.'-~:= ~i.:; This ,bu~1c:1~1}9.As_one of th,e., ITl9stcomprehensive and impO~tant convents in. ,., . -' ~ ,- -._-.'-" ._ ..-.-".-. - -... ..'--' "; - .:.,.,...,.-. -~":""_';'--'_':' ..,
" '.'cc"S·;;.,,·"the··s·tate'Cin terms of intactness, size and n,-,mber of related bU~~dingS:.;~, 'c>·C:'-,'·:,.:,

. . .~" ... :,;'. '.:' .. -: . . - .
-": ~.':.;:: :>~n(ffree.d.oin,~.fr'om:~ntrusive additions, exc:ept .~t the rear.'· '; ~ ::'<~.' ,:,;:ic:':;'::'~

'. "~,~"':~~"'~=1"'~~~;:f~~::~'>~'-~ ..:."[J':~~:;'--" -:'.r _.. ~' ~ -:-----:'.- -:- :~ ,,' .,.. ':r'~~:·:-"7:'7·;"":.. ·~~-:~:;t ~"".: ~,-:,~ ..~-.~~".~~.~~.~.; ";.<~ "~'-"
.... .; "':.:·:"'·~'It,~is:.:,c;Onst:i:ucteC\of 'ashla.r~,:s.and.stone:,_with: dre:ssings"for-'-windo"s;- turrets :"-:"::~ ':":.-

,::>:;--~":~;,;:.:,:--,,,,:~, " '. ,.: ... ~ ......' . . . .' ,.;.. ~ ·, .. :,.·-:-: .. ··:--·:·t·.. :· ,-;',,(,: "::,- ':
" .: ~.5 ~l,C\C:~:-ilhd cappings. ;"1 though .t!,~·· bu:iJ.C\~Il9 ...il'.. not of a particularly'distinctivi, ::;. c'

....:.:,.:.: .. ; '._.,;';:;; ...~-:-" '_~";"'''_'''_''''''' : .... : .. ~,;·:;.'.r,:...;.·.~.::· •...:.;.~'r'':.. : .~,~. . ': .. ,1',::-:." ';.,~"',.'.'. "·1 ~ ,. .
" .-cY5rs't"=:i~.t;'~§qJ;hic.Revival des ign'; '-the . grouping 'of thechapeT;.:.. ;i,rcaae'd:'bid;:'~ter-:-.:"'·:-;:-'-~·:'-';.o:c.

,,~i !:'~: ";', :'=s~~H~~::'i~d east wing arouniftli~ front gardens is quite' impre~~i~~l>;,,~~~.,t~~r:~';;:
: :.c~(~=:'~~:'::·~ar·~~ri; ;~ith' mature trees,:i~:encl~;~~'bY a ~i9h buttressed brici:;feii~'e>':~:;"<,5.•:,'
: .~ =..:.- ~.r; .:":';" ......~::.:-::.•: •.. ~.I.::.. ~;"··"~D.:_ .. . ":.' ". '''C., '._~ ;L~' _::. ':::':::;;:';;:~';":;"_'l..';~ ,c.:.

•~ :a::'ch' :'wItil'-elab6rate wrought iron entran'ce: gates beneath a fciur-ceritr·ed"arch'·.'," "', ",': ...... '
( , . . '.. '.

;_~L. \:·-.;:o.....,-'-and'srnaJ;l'-side arch for peq~stri,a,ns.;,..... There is also a:delightful,'~',..,.,. ,.:::"..;-,.-:-.~_

.:S:;'~'::i' '.:;·.;P:at,terne{bF.kk grotto with·tr'msv~'r~e.gable roof and cent.r~l sP~E'r .. :,::,::,:;~·:.;:"·;c::;

~=: ,:'~':'~~~:~W~'chap~~(:-i~SE:lf is well rna~s~d~ ~~~ 'the ecc1..esiastic e~st f~ce~. s.£~~.t;~:$~;~~i:.-::::·~;:~.. -. ~":= : :.:':::':'~'~;l.:':':, .. . ..' .• ":".::' ......2· :"'7~." ... .:.':-:_;·:
:,::,.-".,=,:::~::§, wli{ch.is'terininated by a handsome'pai::: of octagonal castellated'turiets;~:;-·--:--.c:-:
. : .. : ....: :j."~ ,~,-;,., ..-. . '. ': .. '..... ~::-.(. . .... :. ...~ .' .' ..... ::.'~: ::.: ':;-:;'.:' : 'J •. ' ':;7.,.:;- -:~ ~.~::~).=

c·', C:;",: s.c".c " ad aps'e' w!-~tli three large "heel windows, and a gallery belcw which';is c/.'" l:o.. ;:!;':2'

',.'... "effective: as i:l continuation of the side aisles .
.' ' ... ';

. " ..-.._._ ..,:;:..•.;;;...._-----------------------'--"--""
1. J.Neil and M.C.Sayers Ballarat Sketchbook.

2. loco cit.

3. Dra~ings Vernon Collection, undated.



There is a rather bizarre three storied wing, at the rear of somewhat

bands of cream, a castellated top and a row of six chimneys all along

~~RY'S MOUNT COLL~G~, 1602 STURT ST?2~T (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND D~SCRI?TION

13
tAt One

It is constructed of red brick withgreater architectural interest.

the west side which provide a rather extraordinary skyline.

end there is an even higher row of chimneys joined· by an arch to form

a bell-cote within which there is a great wheel and bell, while at the

other end is a double arched motif, again between two chimneys.

The whole complex is intact on the principal approaches from Sturt Street.

The complex is of statewide importance as the best and most intact exampla

::of convent architecture, and several elements - the chapel, cloisters, rea:

brick wing and grotto are of particular importance. The complex, when

viewed from Sturt stre7t, is enhanced by. the mature trees of the front
' ......

gard,;,n.area.

.... ,. -

The convent forms the';'~incipal el'~~ent\'f;an' imPortant
•• , _~';-. _.... " .-:" • ',~' ,'.;: •• _ •.••• ",.- :-""';"' .~" •• ';. ,'" : .:-~, +, -1": ~:-. ~., • " ': • .:' '",

"environmental

. :~ .

area.
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