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BUILDING CITATION

This building was constructed··in 1876· to the design of Reed and Barnes as a'
residence for Bishop O'Corinor·.~··InteFhc{l plaster work was executed by William Tayl<?r ..

The building is 'of "a ~·pa,:·ticura'rii'.unusualgothic design, most notable for the .
2 projecting bavs constructE;d'as '0;':''::2' "dE the building carcass' but incorporating most
of .the baicony ~hich e"i's"e'whe're' is ~'an "~"fegant cast iron structure. The large gardens'
provide an important. set.ting for t~~s" unusual building ~ The formal landscaped
sections adjacent. t.o the building on the Sturt Street approach are of particular
importance and ir'.clude elabora"te entrance gates and a sweeping driveway.

The building is particularly notable for its intactness - original finishes
have been Qaintai~ed and even the original paint colours appeared to have been
used for subseque~t. re~ainting. The building however is of most importance ror
having maintainec intact such a large and well landscaped garden setting. There
are no other comparable examples in an urban setting.in Victoria. The relationship
of the grandeur 0: the f~ont garden to that of Sturt Street is unparalleled
elsewhere in the St,3t,e a~d perhaps in Australia.
RECO~h'lENDKTIONS

It is reco~~endec t.~a: this building and all of its site be retained on the Historic
Buildings ~egis':.e= anc the Register of the National :Sstate. In addition it should
b~ spec~fied under Clause 8 of the Town and Country ?lanning Act (Third Schedule)
." ......... ;+-,... ,... ..... "; ............mo .... +- nrnh::>,-.l-l'),..1 l-hrnlloh th~ ornvisions of Clause 59D of the
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• BISHOPS PALACE S~jRT STREET

BUILDING DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

This building was constructed in 1876 to the design of Architects

Reed and Barnes for Bishop O'connor. l 'Few details of the

construction are known except that the internal plaster work was

executed by William Taylor.
2

The Courier however carries a
3description of the plans as follows:

....... , v '

,. '.' ':.
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, .... ~ ... ' ' ...

. --.' - _.. , ~ .. "

.. , ,'. -:~~•.;;.-::.=::'i~::-:'I.~;;,.,;::' ::~'-7
" ..;.:~: ..;.~. - ':.::

, .:
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The othercont-ains ~some':,very unusual decorative iron work.

We were shown plans etc. yesterday of the mansion
which is about to be built as the residence of
Bishop O'Connor. '. The site chosen for the building
is 'a large plot of' ground eleven·' acres in extent,
.:~Ltuatedin .sturt Street near the Botanical Gardens.
The buildiiJg will be composed of "bluestone, the

"desigi,s having' been prepared by Messrs.Reed and
Barnes, Archi tects of Melbourne;' . 'The style of
the architecture is known las the domestic Gothic,

'··tile: building being partly two and partly one
" ...." storied. ,The ceilings .in. the two lower apart

.._.."...... .:.:..:.:':::,:,..ments" will.be.. 15.. feetin. height.__..One..of. the
" .;::~ .. ~:2. ..~~p.r.J!,.cipa~J.~a:~uresin the building is' the. balcon~!,

. '. ..····.;.:::·...:.:::.yhich .will surround nearly the"whole building on .
-, -_· ..~..·_":·""';".~c."·-a.-<'-l.evel'-Wii:h-·the first floor. ','" 'The .building will c:. ••

. ',' .. : ~ - .... ->.':~~~ ..:~:~~'.:- ;;b1.t~ln·· dra.t..dng,-rdom; din1.ng-ioom~ ~~h'ap~i ~ .. " ,'-
'0. ,-::·~;::?;;',£'e.·cl~o'?I7!s witJ1 very complete ba.d1.a~coJjimodation..

;"C,"·~::~:'.:;=·";o:-;;Uc'F.,,::~;..~.piea·iliiij,ariety wi'll-be' "given- 'to the" structure'
. . ,":: · :.'.. by the. false front towards the south, to be ",

. :'~'-:-:. ·:':>··<:/~··kCi.~rce(i,'j,y .two large openiIigs filled up with
· '.' --""'--'_"_'. ,,·,··t- .- " .·.···.:.V·:',.:... ~den.balconies, and by a tasteful.1y introduced
· . -:"\';'~.~:~··;'fiJ:;ret;"'and 'spire over the staircase. '

?-, ..:.;-;..;,• .-:,:: ••_ ••,._:~ ••:.' ..:,,' ' ....

~... :

;;-~

'important elements are a turret which bells out at the eaves line

and a series of prominent chimneys. The building is externally

intact on all of the principle elevations and substantially

. -. - ..., :-,. ''''.i

i. courier 2 June 1876 p.2.

2. A.Sutherland Victoria and its Metropolis Vol.l p.656.

3. Courier loco cit.



BISHOPS PALACE STURT STREET

BUILDING DESCRIPTION AND fu~ALYSIS (contd.)

intact elsewhere. The paint colours would appear to have

The remain-

The slate roof is

The bluestone sections

There are numerous mature ··trees.. _

The entrance gate is an _i~portant element,

The.paddock on the Wendouree Parade side provides a _

maintained those originally employed.

in the state - certainly not in an urban setting.

of the building have remained unpainted.

in good condition.

by the rear paddock.

roads.

The gardens facing Sturt Street and Alfred Street provide an

intac~ Victorian landscape setting that now has few parallels

,." ',.

in ,apparentlY original paint colours, and thedrivewai is cleverly

ing mansion gardens of Melbourne lack the rural aspects provided

that serve'to frame views ,or the building from the three adjoining'

... -
itself and must definitely be considered·to'be an integral aspect

of the building' s char;'~t~'rc and' importa~;;e-l;·::-':.."'.' -.: >'.."
. -,' -:. .' .. - --: ... ; - '. . ..' '. '.- ..... . ....".:2"..' .......,:-':.;.:.. ?:7.;. ...• - ,,,-:,.-.

The most cdtical area is located south-~i,~" ii~e:··s~if.);'~ded from the

rear of adjacent pro~erti~sin'wendo;;~e:~ci?a~~d~:an:d-p~~a;lfel to it .
. '"";:.', :.... _. ._ •. _.•. ; ':~:';t'

It is imperative that the gardens should' be' further'researched to

determine how they conform to the origi;,a-i" de:Sign a'nd'what original

conVa:t to the dense garden"'areas and a.rare,example of 'an

·.i~-t~~C't·'·large·· Victori'a~' 'e~t'~'te'" ioeated In·-an,····u·rban~· setting :.~.

'cotitrived to control vista~~

,The grounds of the Palace are in par~~:·:is··.imP9r~ani:_~s:.the .building

. ": .:.- ',,-.·r' ";' -, .~;"'... ... ~.~... " ..,"- -' ... -- __ .. _.. , .....,.
.",'.: i .- ._.' .; ',,-..,. "." ., '-'. - "

Theri would appear to be no' other bUildi~gs' in·, the state ,to compare . ,

, ',' wi th ithis in terms of bo~h'cd-:~ig;,"'~ji~t~~~~~~'s ~\'" v' :<C<'

;'.

- ",

bedding, pathways, furniture and tree species survive, and to produce

specific recommendations as to restoration of the original landscape

features.
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BISHOPS PALACE STURT STREET

BUILDING DESCRIPTION AND ~~ALYSIS (contd.)

The only comparisons for such houses with intact garden settings

in an urban environment would appear to be as follows:

Ripponlea - the gardens are superior although the

orchard and grazing sections have been

removed; the house externally has been

Como

Fo.r.tunc.

significantly altered.

only a limited area of the original estate

remains and the. building has been painted.

extensiv.e. ·areas of the. ga.rden and house

have been altered ~::... .... :.

. Gci:Vernment .: ".-."." ...::'~ ~ ..-~.:.."

House ha.s be.e.n.-.pa~.nt::eq. .. :;'.~-::

'.~ .

."'"'.'

"-.' .- .. _.'
.'; ..< .

.. -" ., -'

'1 ••..

r ••.• - :':-~':"'~':':~.-" , •••• :~:: .':-:'~"

." .. ..
. :,".:('~.-:'~. --'

,..'....;...,,:::. --. ~'-., ..~ ..:;,.

Bishops...Palace has better main.tained ..the:.or iginal. combine.d, character

~f. b,Ui1~~~g and grounds ..t~an~:~he.~~,exainp?-~~.. ...:,!:j~; ...
.~
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