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This building was constructed- -in 1876 to the design of Reed and Barnes as a’ .
residence for Bishop O Connor. Internal plaster work was executed by William Taylor.:
The building is o; a oartlcularlv unusual gothic design, most notable for the
2 projecting bays const ructed “as bart df the building carcass but incorporating most
of the balcony which eTsewhﬂrn'Ls an elegant cast iron structure. The large gardens
provide an important setting for thlS unusual building. The formal landscaped
sections adjacent to the building on_the Sturt Street approach are of particular
importance and includs elaborate entrance gates and a sweeping driveway.
The building is particularly notable for its intactness - original finishes
have been maintainzd and even the original paint colours appeared to have been
used for subseguant repainting. The building however is of most importance for
having maintained intact such a large and well landscaped garden setting. There
are no other comparable examples in an urban setting.in Victoria. The relationship
of the grandeur of the f£ront garden to that of Sturt Street is unparallel=ad
elsewhere in the State and perhaps in Australia.
RECCMMENDATIONS

It is recommendsd tha: this bullding and all of its site be retained on the Historic
Buildings Register and the Register of the National Zstate. In addition it should
be specified undzr Clause B8 of the Town and Country Planning Act (Third Schedule)
=mA {te Anoiwanmank nratacted thranah the provisions of Clause 390 of the
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BISHOPS PALACE STURT STREET

BUILDING DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

This building was constructed in 1876 to the design of Architects

Reed and Barnes for Bishop O'Connor.l "Few details of the

construction are known except that the internal plaster work was
. 2 .

executed by William Taylor. The Courier however carries a

description of the plans as follows:3

We were shown plans etc. yesterday of the mansicn
which is about to be built as the residence of
‘ ‘ Bishop O'Conner. | The site chosen for the building
'(ﬁ ' is ‘a large plot of ground eleven acres in extent,
f'r ... .Situated in Sturt Street near the Botanical Gardens.
) ‘The bulldlng will be composed of "bluestone, the
' designs bavzng been prepared by Hessrs Reed and
Barnes,rArchltects of Melbourne. ' The style of
the architecture is known:as the domestic Gothic,
; U the bulld;ng being partly two and partly one
oo ;; storied. .The ceilings in the two lower apart-
[l ments.will. be.l5.feet in. helghtr_~“0ne of .the
prlnclpal féatures in the burldlng lS the balcong,‘
‘which will surround nearly the wbole 5u11d1ng on - T -
—aafievel—w1th the fzrst floor. The bulldlng Wlll"" -
contaln drawing-room, d;nlng~room,.chapel
bedrooqs with very complete bath accommodation.. .
“pleasing variety will-be 'given to the structure- ‘<=
by the. false front towards the soutd, to be "+ .~
bl%rced by two large openings filled up with o
wooden,balcon;es, and by a tastefully lntroduced
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L e Thls bluestone bulldlng is of a partlcularly unusual gothlc de51gn

whlch surrounds 'st of the bulldlng. Elsewhere the verandah
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fienl aﬂls constructed of'a partlcularly elegant cast iron structure whlch

contains- some very unusual decorative iron work., The other S N Ik Rt

llmportant elements are a turret which bells out a2t the eaves line
and a series of prominent chimneys. The building is externally

intact on all of the principle elevations and substantially

1. Courier 2 June 1876 p.2.
2. A.Sutherland vVictoria and its Metropolis Vol.l p.656.

3. Courier loc. cit.



BISTOPS PALACE STURT STRZET

BUILDING DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS (contd.)

intact elsewhere. The paint colours would appear to have

maintained those originally employed. The bluestons sections

of the building hawve remained unpainted. The slate roof is

in good condition.

The gardens facing Sturt Street and Alfred Street provide an
intact Victorian landscape setting that now has few parallels

in the state - certainly not in an urban setting. The remain-

ing mansiod gardens of Melbourne lack the rural aspects provided

by the rear paddock. The entrance gate 1is an importaht element,

- in aopareatly original palnt colours, and the- drlvewag 1s cleverly

contrlved to control v15tas.
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There are numerous ‘mature - trees.

that serve to frame views of the bulldlng from the three ad301n1ng

roads.- The .paddock on the Wendouree Parade 51de prov1des a .

’ contrast to the denSe garden areas and a. rare example of an
3

s 1ntact large Vlctorlan estate located 1n “an urban settlng.
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There would appear to be no other
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bu1ld1ngs ln the state to compare
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The grounds of the Palace are in parts _s-lmportant as the bulldlng

1tself and must deflnltely be cons1dered to be an 1ntegral aspect

of the building's charactei and meortance.‘z’ é?“i?i'

Lowe PP

)

1

.-'\.--

L

The most Crltlcal area ls located south of a llne subtended from the

rear of adjacent propertles 1n Wendouree Parade and“p rallel to it.

It is lmperatlve that the gardens should be further researched to

determine how they conform to the original"design and’ what original

bedding, pathways, furniture and tree species'servive, and to produce

specific recommendations as to restoration of the original landscape I
features.
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BISHOPS PALACE STURT STREET

BUILDING DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS (contd.)

The only comparisons for such houses with intact garden settings

in an urban environment would appear to be as follows:

Ripponlea - the gardens are superior although the

orchard and grazing sections have been

removed; the house externally has been
significantly altered.
Como - only & limited area of the original estate

remains and the bulldlng has been palnted

Q)

Fortuna - exten51ve areas of the. garden and house . . - . N

. have been altered.':_?L

Governmen* ‘=;3"-p;. t e
" House = has been~pa1nted.;r_:4h; . T U T . .
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Blshops Palace has better malntalned the orlglnal comblned characte: L

of bulldlng and grounds {hanuthese examples.:l o o






