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The original’ purchase of_the groun é/for the College would appear to have been not
- long before the” constructLOF of the: first main building in 1889, as the totzl cost
" including land’ lS glven as,fl2 00p. . This building was of a "domestic Gothic style
“with a ‘high- tower~surmounted .by- A mansard roof" and was designed by Tappin Gilbert. i
and Dennehy and opened 19.2.1893. This would now appear to have been largsly
- demolished. Various later unsighted and undated drawings exist for alteracions
by Clegg and Morrow, and new buildings by Clegg and Miller. The latter may be
for the current main wing. This is of a heavy early twentieth century ecleztic
style. It borrows heavily from the English Renaissance, particularly the dz2tailinc
of the projecting central gable with heavv leadlit windows set within a serlian
motif; alsc the zentral decorative turret or roof vent mounted on the rides of
the hipped roof. Otherwise it is a fairly restrained exercise in red brick with
masonry trimming with an open balcony at both levels covered by the main tiled
roof, The balcony is suvpported by brick piers with masonry capitals at ground
floor, and ionic mzzonrvy colunns at the firzt finer. The sz2in izsortance ¢ tha
building is its intactness, its comprehensive dctailing, .2nd the spacicus crounds.
It provides a good example of an early twentieth, century revival of English
Renzissance architecture.
RECOMBENDATIONS .
It is recommended that this building be added to the Register of the Nationszl EZsta!
. and be specified under Clause 8 of the Town and Country Planning hct (Thiré
Schedule). ) : 408
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