%

-

/7

DOCUMENT FILZ N

of
o

BUILDING TITLE <1 PATRICKS HALL
LOCAL GOVERHMENT AREA CITY OF BAULAAZAT

NATIONAL ESTATE FPROJECT Mo.
DOCUMENTATION OF LISTED HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN VICTORIA

DESIGNATION H.B.P.C. REGISTER No. NATIGNAL TRUST (&) ©X) FILE No

BUILDING TYPE CwourcH HALL .
BUTLDING NAME ST PATRICKS HWALL

STATE VICTORN A
LOCAL GOVT AREA CITY OF A LLAARAT

STREET [RPAWSO~ NO.
SUBURS, TOWN BALLARAT

CITY ALL A-A\C.A‘T POSTCODE 22350
RURAL

NEAREST CENTRE ¥m.
PITLE REFERENCE Vol Fol
DIRECTORY ;

1 .
NEGATIVE FILE FiLM & / =g ALE G

PHOTOGRAPHIC ILLUSTRATICN
DATE OF SURVEY/INSPECTION Jwi 1975

OWNERSHIP ORIGINAL ROMAN CATHOLIc CHurCH
PRESENT ROMAN CATHoLIc TLUSTS CORP.
ADDRESS 2 LYOMN =7, g7, BALLARAT

ARCHITEC_T/PRACTICE CLEGG, KELL AND MILLER .

. \BUTLDER

ARTISANS/TRADES

TENDERS REFERENCE

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 90O
ESTIMATE/CONTRACT VALUE .
ALTERATIONS /ADDITIONS . .

. BUILDING CITATIOHN

This brick building of Gothic character was cesigned in 1900 by Clegg, Kell

and Miller, architects, and is interesting for its steep and long proportions
and intersecting gable and hipped roof lines. Internaily the hall résemb‘es
many town halls but for the Gothic windows in two levels. The plaster cezling
is.coffered by intersec¢ting beams, and curves down desply at the sides so that
Fhe upper windows are curved in as pointed vaults. Near the rear of the hall
is an interesting cpen work iron bell tower, apparently of a later date,

The hall is of special merit because of the internal ceiling which has
few peers in the state, particularly in this type of building. Tne external
crested.rideineg and the adjacent bell tower are also of note.

The building is an important element in the St.Patrick's Cathedral complex
as well as in the environmental area. )
RECOMMENDATIONS .

It is recomnended that this building be added to the Historic Buildings Reoiste
and the Register of the National Estate, and be specified under Clause 8 ol ths
Town and Country Planning Act (Thlrd Schedule} . Its inclusion on the Historic
Buildings Reaister is recommended as it forms part of the St.Patrick's Cathedra

complex of buildings.
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/ . ST.PATRICK'S HALL, DAWSCN STREET
BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

[ Thi# brick building designed by Clegg, Kell and Miller in 1900, is of

Gothic character, steep and long proportions, and a rather extraordinary

-

appearance, with the main hall block narrowing down into a slightly lower
front section which contains ancillarty rooms. . The hall proper has a large

hipped roof intersected on each side by four gabled roofs runding at right

;,Mj

angles, while the front ridge has a single larger cross-ridge, and both of

-

_| these front ridges with a very nice deep ornamental ridge cresting.

{ Internally the hall resembles many town halls in appearance, but for the
* Gothic windows in two levels. _The plaster ceiling is coffered by inter-

(;? secting beams into nine bays alﬁng the length by four in the widtﬁ, with the
t ' 'central three by two bays omitted for the skylight. The ceiling curveé

down deeplv at the sides so that the uvpper windows are carried in as pointed

2
[
]‘

vaults to intersect the curved section in a simple groined junction. The
ceiling beams are carried down the curve and ultimately supported on corbels
from the wall. Each beam intersection is decorated with a turned and curved
pendant boss, the coffers themselves have relief decoration in multiple
Tudor panelling with rosettes at the intersections, and the skylight rises
in a curved profile from the central six bays. The wall treatment is less
elaborate and the lower range of openings is square headed, with only a blind
Gothic arch head formed above. Along each long side are about eight

ventilators of essentially Dr.Arnott's coalscuttle type, but rather elaborztely

treated with a pair of slightly Gothicising standards at either side and a
curve-fronted 1id which opens forwards. Attached to the side of the buil@ing
is a smaller hall, 211 lined in timber and quite plain but for raking sides to

‘the ceiling; a large kitchen of wodern date is attached to one end.

Near the rear of the hall is an openwork iron bell tower, apparentlv of a
later period, that nevertheless is of~particular interest. It is framed
in steel angles and braced in each bay with criss-cross rods and a circular

ornamental boss at the intersection; rather after the fashion of the fences

of Francis Morton. The ccrners of the tower slope inwards and then turn

—_— A o re—

into a straight rise at the top, and the great bell is intact with the huge
,{ wheel -over which the rope passes. The tower is completed with a pyramidal

roof capped with an ornamental metal cross.
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ST.PATRICK'S EALL, DAWSON STREET (contd.}
BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

The hall is generally intact internally and externally.  The hall is of
special merit because of the internal ceiling which has few peers in the
state, particularly for this type of buillding. The crested ridging on

the exterior and the adjacent bell tower are also of note,

The building forms an important part of the Cathedral complex, as well as

-

the environmental area.
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