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BUILDING .CITATION
This hote~, constructed in various stages, is of major significance both
architecturally and historically. The site was the first tq be sold in Ballarat
and in May 1853 Thomas Bath constructed a single storey timber building. A
second two storey timber section. was added at the end of 1853 which existed
until 1890, when the extant corner tower section was constructed to the design
of James & Piper Architects. This later section, apart from the tower, echoes
the earlier building of 1862, constructed to the design of C.D.Cuthbert after
the original single storey timber hotel was destroyed by fire. In 1901 the
interior was redecorated and the cast iron porch added.

Externally the building is substantially intact, apart from the infilled
loggias on the first and second floors. The south 1862 wing is essentially of
Italianate design with square towers and recessed loggias, but with other
architectural influences - Lombardic Romanesque arcaped corbel tables, palladian
lunettes, Greek Revival square columns and more formal Renaissance Revival windo,
motifs, balustrades and arcaded ground floor. Internally the stairwell, dining
room and bar off Bath Lane are substantially intact, and the upper floors have
some intact cornices and doors and joinery. The_building forms an extremely
important corner streetscape element to the Lydiard Street precinct and is in
good condition. The design of this hotel is unique'to the State of Victoria.
RECOMMENDATIONS

. It is recommended that this building be retained on the Historic Buildings Regisl
the R~gister of the National Estate, and be specified under Clause B of the Town
and Country Planning Act' (Third Schedule) .
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CRAIGS ROYAL HOTEL - 10 LYDIlL~ STREET SOUTH

BUI~DING ~~ALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

This hotel was constructed in various stages, and has an interesting

history associated with its development. The site was the first to

be sold in West Ballarat. It was purchased by Thomas Bath in November

1852, and by Nay 1853 he had constructed the

single storey building of timber brought from

first hotel
- 1

Geelong

on the site, a

In July 1853

r'~

he was granted the first hotel lice'lce in Ballarat and the hotel became

known as the IIBallarat U though would appear to have been cOffii1ionly known

as "Baths", At the end of 1853 work began on the two storey timber

northern section
2

which existed until replaced by the extant corner

tower section in 1890. The existing cellar could possibly date from

the lE53 building. In 1857 the hotel was purchased by Walter Craig,
3

who appears to ha?e had plans to extend the hotel However, in 1859-

the original single storey section burnt down.

south wing was built to the design of Architect

In 1862 the existing
4C.D.Cuthbert. The
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Ballarat Star of the 24th June 1862 described this new building as

follows:

"Mr.Walter Craig, his house, long known as Baths Hotel.,.
has now mainly been rebuilt from the foundations in the_
most sumptuous style, under the superintendence of
Mr.C.O.Cuthbert, the architect. The building, quite
palatial in dimensions and character is erected in the
-Italian style of "architecture and consists of three
stages of substantial brickwork handsoD.ely cemented.
The basement contains' the main entrances, and the upper
floors open upon recessed verandahs, sustained by graceful
columns and pilasters. The building now just completed
is but half of the general design, which when completed
will -exhibit a street facade of little short of 150 feet.

1. Visible in early photo J.Feldheim, Victoria Old & New, Baths
Hotel sketch of first building.

2. Visible in early litho 1859 SLV, MC4 DRI ENV5 H6782.

3. Argus 19.10.1857. Robertson & Hale call tenders for erection
of 17 rooms, new wing of Baths Hotel.

4. Ballarat Star 24.6.1862.
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This view of Lydiard street in 1859 shows craig's Hotel with the first wing (1853) behind a 'Turkish' canopy
and the two storey, apparently prefabricated timber section of late 1853. At the left of the photo is a
two storey building, now the only extant building shown in this picture (see 42 Lydiard street).

(photograph: H6782 LaTrobe Library)
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CRAIGS ROYAL HOTEL - 10 LYDIARD STREET SOUTH (contd.)

BUILDING A.~~~YSIS AND DESCRIPTION

The architects plan includes a central tower or
campanile of 60 feet and side tOl;ers of an elevation
a little less. Of these, the centre and one side
tower with the intervening building have been com­
pleted, and the architect, we believe has instructions
to hold himself in readiness to proceed'with the
remainder .••... The whole structure irrespective
of fittings has cost about/E4,6000. n 5

which he lived was moved to the Botanical Gardens in 1934 as a
7

memorial to the poet.

However, there was a substantial time lag before the later stage was

constructed. In 1867, the hotel was used by Prince Alfred, the Duke

of Edinburgh during his visit
6

, and in 1867-68, Adam Lindsay Gordon

n
J,

conducted the livery stable connected to the hotel. The cottage in
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In 1889 the western portion of the hotel in Bath Lane was 'added

(architect unknown) and in 1890 the corner tower section was added

for the proprietor l'1illiam Bentley, to the design of James & Piper

Architects. 8 This did not follow the original scheme as proposed by

cuthbert; but instead broke the symmetry of the facade with a higher

elaborate eclectic octagonal corner tower, surmounted by a widow's

walk. The facade elements sympathetically echoed the earlier

building with a 'conti~u<i.tion of the"banded base course with

exaggerated vouss~irs and the p~i~~d'ionic columns and balustrad­

ing to the first and second floors •

. _".~.~.....:~ -_ ...
In 1901 the cast iron portico was' added to the Lydiard Street elevation

to the'design of smith and Malloy Architects, and the interior was

remodelled:

5. ibid.

6. Early photo SLV, MC4 DRI ENV3B 81620 taken during the Duke's
visit, shows hotel decorated.

7. B.C.C. Building Permits book 12.6.1934 - permit granted for
re-erection'of wooden cottage in Botanical Gardens.

8. Vernon Collection, Ballarat. Drawings held dated 29.11.1889.
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CRAIGS ROYAL HOTEL - 10 LYDIARD STREET SOUTH (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

This building is of great architectural importance. The south wing

of 1862 is essentially an Italianate design with square towers and

recessed loggias in the upper floors, but with hints of Lombardic

Romanesque in the pilaster strips .and arcaded corbel tables of the

towers; of Palladianism in the lunettes below; of the Greek Revival

in the square columns of the upper loggia; and of the more fc:,nal

Renaissance Revival in the hooded windows, balustrades and arcaded

ground floor. The design originally intended to be symmetrical,

but the 1889-90 corner extension, while partially matching this work,

terminates in a grand tower wit? a steep roof and widow's walk in an

unresolved Franco-Italianate manner.

The interior has some intact elements ~urviving. The downstairs foyer

has been altered, but the stairwell·is intact with an elegant angled

staircase. In the dining. room the original pilasters with elaborate

Corinthian capitals remain. The bar openipg on to Bath Lane has a

large intact timber bar display. 'In the upper floor there are some

intact cornices, doors and joinery.

The exterior of the hotel is sUbstantially intact, apart from the

infilled balcony on the upper floors. The external doors have been

rePlaced:

This building is very significant. The earlier 1862 section is

reminiscent of work by Charles Webb in Melbourne (in particular

Wesley College of 1866), and is representative of eclectic Italianate

architecture popular during this period. The later 1890 corner

tower extension is typical of high Victorian boom style hotel

architecture, yet manages to blend satisfactorily and sympathetically

with the earlier section. The building provides an essay in changing

architectural styles with the elaborate cast iron portico representative

of the turn of. the century iron work. The history of the building

from an early timber (possibly prefabricated) structure to the
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CRAIGS ROYAL HOTEL - 10 LYDIARD STREET SOUTH (contd.)

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

sophisticated building surviving, and the association of the hotel

with historical figures, is of great interest. There is no other

hotel building in Victoria with a similar interesting succession of

buildings and additions. The building is correctly on the Historic

Buildings Register, and forms an extremely important corner streetscape

element, and is in good condition.
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