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BUILDING CITATION
This impo~ing corner building was built in 1905 to the'design of Architects
J.J. & E.J.Clarke, and constructed in face stonework by Contractor P.Rogers. It i
one of the most substantial commercial buildings constructed in Ballarat at
this time, and represents the beginning of the early 20th Century eclecticism
common 'in commercial buildings in Melbourne of this date.

The building is a sizeable composition with mixed Renaissance and Venetian
Gothic characteristics, including recessed logias on the three upper levels,
with trefoil Gothic arches to two levels and very unusual cusped stilted
segmental arches on the top storey. From the roof projects an openwork
octagonal structure, formerly domed with pinnacles at the corners.

Internally there is little of note, apart from a range of pressed metal
ceilings of varying patterns on the first and second floors.

The building has been altered: The original v~randah with paired columns
has been replaced by an unsympathetic cantilevered awning, and the shopfronts
modernised. There were originally three corner mansarded turrets capped by
finials. The building however still provides a unique streetscape element; therE
appears to be no building of similar design, throughout the State of Victoria. 11
is substantially intact above ground floor level, and in good condition.
RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that this building'be added to the Historic Buildings Register.

, the Register of the National Estate, and be specified under Clause 8 of 'the
Town and Country Planning Act (Third Schedule).
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FOP~[ER NATIONAL HUTUAL INSURANCE CO. - CNR. STURT & LYDI;'.RD STREETS

BUILDING lU~ALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION
, '

i

This imposing corner building was built in 1905 to the, design of
1Architects J.J. & E.J.Clarke, and constructed by Contractor P.Rogers.

It is one of the.most substantial cO~uercial buildings constructed in

Ballarat at this time, and represents the beginning of the early 20th

Century eclecticism common in co~~ercial buildings in ~lelbourne of this

date.

which was formerly domed, with pinnacles at the corners reminiscent of

Architects J.J. & E.J.Clarke won 1st prize with Clegg, Kell & Miller 2nd

prize.

In 1902 the designs for this building were advertised. 2

"The National Mutual Life ,Association invites competitive
designs for buildings to be erected at the corner of
sturt and Lydiard Streets, Eallarat. Full particulars
of the proposed buildings and accommodation required may
be obta.tned on application. Competitors must inspect
the site and take their own levels a.."d make themselves
acquainted with all local building requirements.
Premium as follows will be awarded: 1st /5o,{2nd
1. 25 •••••.• "

From"the roof projects an op~mlork octagonal structure

The building is a very sizeable composition, constructed in face" stone

work, and represents the final phase of the illustrious'career of

Architect J.J.Clarke. ,~It has mixed Renaissance and Venetian Gothic

ch';racteristics, includingr~'ces's~d:'ldggias ';n' the thr~eupper levels
~:'-'.-":' -.,.:~ :~. ~, ..•. ,".

with trefoil Gothic arches 1n two levels and very 'unusual cusped stilted

segmental arches on the top ~to~e;'~'< 'A' ban'd of' deep' bra~kets r'ises to a

conventiom;l 'cornice ";bove ;.,'hi'ch is a bal;'straded pa'rapet of 'a plain

slatt~d character'passing between 'paired pillars with square domica1 caps

'and balls.
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1. B.C.C. Building Permits Book. 14/7/1904 Plans Lodged.

2. Building & Engineering Mining Journal 29.11.1902, p.6.
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FOR!1ER NATIONAL HUTUAL INSUR.".NCE CO. - CNR. STURT & LYDIARD STREETS

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND ~ESCRIPTION

Moslem architecture. Linked to it by arches are grotesque square

chimney flues with segmental pediments on each face and domical caps

and crockets.

Internally the building is planned about a central stairwell in a

conventional fashion, except that the two corner rooms to the Stl\rt

Street elevation project into the stairwell. The stair itself has

been replaced. The door architraves are by and large intact

otherwise there is little of note, apart from a range of pressed metal

ceilings of varying patterns on the first and second floors. The

ground floor and basement have been totally modernised.

This building has undergone much altera~ion, but the total effect is

still one of an imposing corner building. There was originally an

ornate verandah with paired columns extending along the two elevations

- this has been replaced by an unsympathetic cantilevered awning and

aluminium screen. The shopfronts have been completely modernised.

The roof tower was originally surmounted by a pressed metal dome

topped with a flag pole and. there were three rolled metal mansarded

turrets capped by finials.

This building provides an imposing and unique streetscape element to the

Sturt Street precinct •. Despite alterations, the facade above ground

floor level is remarkably. intact and. of great architectural importance.

There appears to be no building of a similar design elsewhere in Victoria.

It represents a transition to the early twentieth century use of a mixed

vernacular in office buildings. This building provides one of the last

important buildings designed by Architects J.J.Clarke. The building

and the entire precinct would be enhanced by the replacement and restora

tion of the original verandah.
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Panorama of sturt Street, south side. The dome of the former National Mutual
building, which has since been removed, is clearly seen in this photograph,
dating from the 1920's.

(photograph from Ballarat Illustrated, page 7.)
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