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BUILDWG TYPE H:~
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PHcn'OG"'IFHIC ILLUSTRATION
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ARCHITECT/PRACTICE .J.~,£:? A:fJD PIPER.:::
'BUILDER
ARTISMls/TR;;nES

:I
Ol\'NERSHIP ORIGINAL
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BUILIJIIlG C!TAT!ON
The 9ate and construction of this building is not known, but it was cc~stJ

prior to c.1874. It appears to have been built as a Masonic Hall to the cesi<
of Architects James and Piper. .

The building i.s a fine Greek revival coltposition. The street elevatio:: ii
divided into .dimin~tiv~ main floor and attic by horizontal mouldings. The
elaborate porch, a later addition {date uny.no~n} projects into the attic ie~el.

the porch entlance a pair of flut<2o Ronlan do=-ic columr:s supp:>:rt 41 doric frieze
and cornice with small peai~Qnt; all su!~o~nted by a calustra6e with anotter
elaborate acroterion. The front double palisade ircn fence is unusual.

This bL:ildi:~g is of an unUSU3.] and conzistently aetail.ec Greek revival
com~osition. ThG builci~S is substar.tially iotae~, 2part frOM the sprayed
render to the extcr ior. The inter ior has been altered. 'l'he Greek temple
cc;nposi ticn and the elaborate poren appear to be uni.Gue to the State cf Vic~c:r:

The tuildi~g Frovic~s a strong stree~scape ele~~nt to this precinct.
RECG:·:·!::~.D}\.TYr··~S

It -{s recor.l.";\;nce.:] tti:t t1:5.s bcil:fi n~,i be aoded to t~e Historic Bcilcings R.2c:i:;t~
the Register of tt;c Nut:'o~,:::l E:3t'!.tr.:, and be sp~cified und~r Clause 8 o£ t::E

Town and Countr:; Pic:mnir:Cj l.c:- (Ti1il'c1 SchedUle).
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ELECTRA HALL, CAl"P STREET

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIFTION

The date of construction of this building is not known. However an

early photograph (c.1874) shows the hall itself built, without the porch
1added.

It appears that this building was constructed as a Masonic Hall. The

Visito~s Guidebook to Ballarat
2

of 1875 records that in Camp Street at

the rear of the State Savings Bank, was the Masonic Hall. It was recorded

The iron double palisade front fence is unusual. The principal fence posts

are decorated by discs of an interesting 'star design, presu~ably a Nasonic

symbol. The remaining palisades are square bars on an angle with a flat

fleur-de-lis cut through. The entrance gates are missing.

The Greek detailing to this building' is quite special. The pediment has

bracketed raking cornices sur~ounted by 3 exceptionally fine palmette

acroteria. The street elevation is divided into a diminutive main floor

and attic by horizontal mouldings with two small arched windows flanking

the entrance. The ground porch composition projects into the attic level
, '

and is ,supported on square pilasters and piers. At the porch entrance,

a pair of fluted Roman doric columns support a doric frieze and cornice

with a small pediment, all surmounted by a balustrade with another

Masonic Hall, so

.,

Sir Henry

building was purchased by the

20 November 1942 for;(1053.

This

architects for the

for the building. 3

".

in 1888 that James and Piper were the

it appears that they were responsible

Cuthbert laid the Foundation stone. 4

state Electr ici ty Commi.!:ision of"Victoria On

elaborate acroterion.

r-
I

()

I

r
r

n. \ '

[

[:,'-

This building is of an unusual Greek revival design, and provides a strong

streetscape el~mcnt to this precinct. The building is sUbstantially

intact, apart from the sprayed render to the exterior. The inLerior has

been altered.

1. Mitchell Library, Holtermann Collection.

2 .. Page 12"

3. Victoria and its Uetz'c..'poiis Vol.2, p.lE?

4. Cyclopedia of Victoria Vol.Z, p.253.
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