
EUREKA STOCKADE MONUMENT

corner Stawell Street and Eureka Street

erected 1884-86

designer: H.A.King

contractor: Rowsell and Son

THE EUREKA STOCKADE MONUMENT EUREKA S: BALLARAT EAST.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recomme~ded that this monument be added to the Register of the
National Estate and be specified using the provisions of Clause 8 of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1961 (Third Schedule).

HISTORY AND ANALYSIS

On the 16th April, 1884, a meeting was held at Crn.ig's
hotd to eonsider how best to erect n pCI'manent monument to
lliark the sit., of the Eurek:t fitockade. A committee was ap­
pointed, with MI'. A. T. Morrison honorary secretary and tren­
surer. The Enstl'l'n Council eOllelllTing, n dl,sign hy 1\11'. H. A.
King, C.E., was ehosen. The nlOnument is Iln octagonal hody
of bluestone ashlar work in two tiers, with a flight of stolle
sl',ps leading to the top, where, upon a lllassive bed of ashlar
bluestone, is a cube of the S:Ulle material, surmounted by a blue­
stone lllonolith twelve feet high. At the angles of the lower
platform are to be placed foul' G4-pounder guns, contributed to the
lllemorial IJy the Victorian Defcnce Department. The bluestone
cul,e IJears the inseription :_" Eureka Stockade, Sunday morn­
ing, Decemher 3rd, 18i)4." On the :3rd December, 1884, the
COllllllittee visited the then partially erected memorial as a mark
of respect to the dead, and on l"riday, 27th August, 1881l, the
still unfinished monument was formally handed over to the Town
Council of Ballarat East, that body reeording its acceptance in
the following resolution :_" That the couneil recognise the ellorts
of these gentlemen ill a public manner, and accept the work so
well begun as a gift to tlw corporation, and that this corporation
will finish and maintain it for all time." Tlw council has not yet
performed its contrll,ct, but n fence has been erected round the
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UlOIIUlllt:ll~ alltl tIll' "l1c1osurc is to lw (UI"tI .., ... OI"ll1ull"/Ik-d lo.r tIle

planting of LrCC$ ,un) shrubs. Aller L1le lnps!': of tl,il·ty )'ca~ &OIIIC

difficulty '91'" 1Lt. fil'5L met. with in identifying the eXILct. site of the
Stockade, ILnd the spot on "",hid, the monument is placed was
chosen by the general agreement. of lllany of the (liggers llnd
othen; who were eitller present at. O,e cllcounlcr between ti,e
troops and L1Jc illsurgrllu. or were at that time familiar with LI,t:'
Stockll.dl! ,,1It1 ils 6urroundillgs. The buil,kl'll of tim 1II0llUIII"IIt

were Rowsell IUid Son, the cost of itone ILnd earthworks Leing
.£::18645" raised by public i;ubscriptiollS, organised and ill p."l.rt
contributed by the hOllorary recretAry and trensurer, and t111~

cOinmittee-Meur5. Hickman, Ferguson, Salter, Lewis, Hon;
Willinms, B&:hcrvnise. Spain, Josephs, \Vil80n, Dytc, nnd Hall.

Thus wrote Ballarat hist~rian William Bramwell Withers shortly after
the erection of the mon~ment. A lithographic view accompanied the
letterpress and it depicts the monument minus the

2
1arge centrally placed

obelisk, shown in a 1917 illustration (see below) and still existing as
part of the structure.

The Eureka Stockade Monument has great historical significance not
only to Ballarat but to the history of Victoria. Leaving aside the historical
associations, the structure itself also has significance as a very early
commemorative structure. Comparison can be made to the Welcome Stranger
Memorial at Moliagul (erected in 1 ). However, the early 1884-86
construction oate of the Eureka Stockade Monument ranks it as one of the
earliest substantial commemorative structures in Victoria and therefore
one of the most important.

1. Withers, History of Ballarat, F.W.Niven, Ballarat, 2nd ed., 1887,
pp. 157-58. The lithographic view at the head of this section
faces p.160.

2. Souvenir Catalogue 1892-1917, D.W.Custer & Co. Ltd., Sydney, 1917.
(D.w.Custer & Co. were a Sydney firm if sculpters and monumental
masons. )

6091. .The Old Slochclt, B.h,.t. Victoria.
!'o'able in Ihe Hmof')' of A"'",ati.
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